























160 UNITY AND THE STRIFE OF OPPOSITES

Trotsky did not understand the essential character and |
specific nature of the development of the basic contradic-
tion of capitalism in the imperialist epoch, he did not
understand the law of uneven development. This is the
first reason for his denial of the possibility of a victory
for socialism in one country. According to Trotsky the
contradiction between the proletariat and peasantry in the
U.S.S.R. is the same sort of contradiction as the contras
diction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in a
capitalist economy and, in his opinion, is to be resolved:
in the same way as the second—by international revolution.;
Trotsky also did not see the specific difference, that the
peasants are small-scale commodity-producers who work
with their own means of production and not bourgeois
who exploit the work of other people (though it is true
that from the midst of the peasants capitalism is being!
born every minute), that as a workman the peasant
is the ally of the proletariat and that under a proletarian |
dictatorship conditions are created that will bring over the |
peasantry to socialist forms of agriculture. This is the
second reason for his denial of the possibility of a victory
for socialism in one country. Practice has gloriously refuted
Trotsky and has shown that a contradiction which
qualitatively different must be differently resolved. T
contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeoi
in the conditions of capitalism is to be resolved by revol
tion, by a proletarian seizure of state-power, but the co
tradiction between the proletariat and the peasantry in t
conditions of the U.S.S.R. is to be resolved by industria
ization of the country and by the collectivization of
agricultural economy, which leads to the liquidation
classes.

Practice has gloriously confirmed the theory of th
possibility of a victory for socialism in one country. ‘

The opportunists of the right do not remark the specifie
character of the contradictions between the proletari
and the peasantry, and between the proletariat and
capitalist elements of a country—these two contradictio!
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are held by them to be of the same type, on this idea rests
their theory of the peaceful transition of the kulak into
socialism. i -

The lessons we get from Trotskyism and right opportun-
ism teach us the necessity of disclosing the specific quality
of the internal contradictions of any process. And for this
a knowledge of every aspect of the contradiction is neces-
sary. Marx wrote in The Holy Family, * Proletariat and
riches are contradictions; as such they form a united whole.
Both of them are brought forth by the world of private
property. The question is, what definite position does each
of these two opposites occupy in the contradiction.” It is
not enough to say they are the two aspects of a united
whole. To understand the basic contradictions of capital-
ism we must get to know the specific properties of the pro-
letariat and bourgeoisie, their relations with each other,
their concrete mutual independence, and the mutual
conditioning factors of both classes. What the Marx-
Leninist dialectic requires for the study of any process is
this: the exhaustive disclosure of all aspects of the contra-
diction with their concrete relations, that is to say, the
“ definite position which each of the two opposites occupies
in the contradiction,”
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