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3. We will point finally to the contradiction between the still
limited output of socialist industry and agriculture and the growing
demands oj the workers.

This contradiction is being resolved by the increasing
productivity of labour in industry and agriculture, by
the vigorous tempo of the industrialization of the land,
by the development of light industry, by the mobiliza­
tion of the internal resources of heavy industry for pro­
duction of widely demanded goods, by the struggle for
the organized economic strengthening of the collective
fanns and finally by the developing of collective farm
trade.

In disclosing the above-mentioned basic contradiction of
the transitional economy of the U.S.S.R., Lenin and Stalin
showed that the proletariat of the Soviet Union under the
leadership of the Communist Party, by having set up its
dictatorship, by possessing large-scale industry, transport
and colossal resources of natural wealth, by introducing a
monopoly of external trade, by establishing a union with
the middle peasantry, possesses everything necessary for the
resolution of this contradiction by its own internal powers.
It possesses everything necessary to industrialize the coun­
try, to lead the peasant economy into socialist fonns of
agriculture and in this way to abolish classes. Lenin and
Stalin have shown the full possibility of a victory for
socialism in our country.

Stalin wrote:

"What is meant by the possibility of the victory
of socialism in one country? It is the possibility of
resolving the contradictions between the proletariat and
the peasantry by the internal forces of our country, the
possibility of the proletariat's gaining power and making
use of that power for the construction of a full socialist
society in our country, accompanied by the sympathy
and support of the proletarians of other countries, but
without a preliminary victory of the proletarian revolu­
tion in those other countries."
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This basic contradiction will be finally resolved in the
U.S.S.K at the end of the second Five Year Plan which
has as its basic problem the full liquidation of c~pitalist
elements and classes generally, the abolition of all those
causes that create class distinctions-the construction of a
classless society.

Mter the abolition of classes, internal contradictions in
spite of the opinion of opportunists, will still be the so~rce
of the " self-movement" of society.

Although it is not our purpose here to dwell on what
the basic contradi~tion of communist society is going to be,
yet we can say WIth assurance, that in the first phase of
communism-socialism-the determining fonn of this
contradiction will be the contradiction between the socialist
character of production (based on society's appropriation
of the means of production) and the distribution of the
" means of existence and enjoyment" (with the exclusion
of necessary social funds) according to work done. This
contradiction determines and will determine the whole
diversity of the aspects of social development. It will be
resolved by the growth of the productivity of labour and
on that basis by such a refashioning of our people as will
make possible the realization of the principle: "from each
according to his ability, to each according to his needs."
. And so to un~erstand the movement of any process it
IS necessary to dISclose, amidst the diversity of its contra­
dictions and opposite tendencies, the basic contradiction
which determines the development of the process as a
whole; it is neceSsary to disclose the source of its "self­
movement."

The internal contradictions of every process are qualita­
tively distinct from those of any other process. The basic
contradiction of capitalism-the contradiction between the
bourg~o~ie and t~e p~oletariat, which can be solved only
by SOCIalist revolutIon, IS one matter; the basic contradiction
?f the ~~nsit.ional economy, which will be solved by the
mdustnalizatIon of the country, by collectivization and
Soviet farm construction, is another.
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Trotsky did not understand the essential character and
specific nature of the development of the basic contradic­
tion of capitalism in the imperialist epoch, he did not
understand the law of uneven development. This is the
first reason for his denial of the possibility of a victory
for socialism in one country. According to Trotsky the
contradiction between the proletariat and peasantry in the
U.S.S.R. is the same sort of contradiction as the contra­
diction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie in a
capitalist economy and, in his opinion, is to be resolved
in the same way as the second-by international revolution.
Trotsky also did not see the specific difference, that the
peasants are small-scale commodity-producers who work
with their own means of production and not bourgeois
who exploit the work of other people (though it is true
that from the midst of the peasants capitalism is being
born every minute), that as a workman the peasant
is the ally of the proletariat and that under a proletarian
dictatorship conditions are created that will bring over the
peasantry to socialist forms of agriculture. This is the
second reason for his denial of the possibility of a victory
for socialism in one country. Practice has gloriously refuted
Trotsky and has shown that a contradiction which is
qualitatively different must be differently resolved. The
contradiction between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie
in the conditions of capitalism is to be resolved by revolu..
tion, by a proletarian seizure of state-power, but the con­
tradiction between the proletariat and the peasantry in tho
conditions of the U.S.S.R. is to be resolved by industrial­
ization of the country and by the collectivization of the:
agricultural economy, which leads to the liquidation 0

classes.
Practice has gloriously confirmed the theory of th

possibility ofa victory for socialism in one country.
The opportunists of the right do not remark the specific

character of the contradictions between the proletaria
and the peasantry, and between the proletariat and
capitalist elemerits of a country-these two contradictio
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are held by them to be of the same type, on this idea rests
their theory of the peaceful transition of the kulak into
socialism. '

The lessons we get from Trotskyism and right opportun­
ism teach us the necessity of disclosing the specific quality
of the internal contradictions of any process. And for this
a knowledge of every aspect of the contradiction is neces­
sary. Marx wrote in The Holy Family, "Proletariat and
riches are contradictions; as such they form a united whole.
Both of them are brought forth by the world of private
property. The question is, what definite position does each
of these two opposites occupy in the contradiction." It is
not enough to say they are the two aspects of a united
~hole. To understand the basic c~:>ntradictions of capital­
Ism ~e must get to know the specific properties of the pro­
letanat and bourgeoisie, their relations with each other
their concrete mutual independence, and the mutuai
conditioning factors of both classes. What the Marx­
L~ninist dialecti~ req~ires for the study of any process is
this: the exhaustIve dISclosure of all aspects of the contra­
~iction. with .t?eir c~ncrete relations, that is to say, the

defimte pOSItIon whIch each of the two opposites occupies
in the contradiction."


