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The unity and strnggle of opposites is the most fundamental law in the development
of things. The method of "dividing one into two" is a fundamental way of knowing things.
Dislectics requires us to grasp antithesis in unity and. also unity in antithesis In
the course of observing, analyzing and handling problems. We pust adhere to the concrete
higtorical unity of subjectivity and objlectivity and of theory and practice, avoid the
mistake of the '"left" or the right in departure from concrete history, and correctly
pring the role of subjective activity into play.

Things are composed of two opposites which are inseparably linked together. The
reflection of this situabtion in men’s mind was expressed as "eambination of two into

one" by people in ancient Chios (see Tunghsichiln { R %éj 1 by Fang Yi-chin [3% wi %? ]
of the Ming Dynasty).

The action and reaction between bodles are "combined from two into one" to become
the mechanical motion of bodies. The attraction and repulsion between molecules inside
hodies are "combined from two inke one” %o constitute physical mobion. The combination
and dissociation of atoms are "combined from two into one” %o constltuts chemical mobion.
The sssimilation snd dissimilation of protein organic bodies which are formed with
caTbon, hydrogen, oxygen and nitrogen among the chemical elements are "ecombined from
two into ope" to constitute the vital motion of metabolism. The produckive forces and
the relations of production, the sconwumic foundstion end the superstructure are "' comi-
bined frem two into one” to constitute the social motion of mankind. Theory and prac-
tice are "combined from two into one” to constitute the cognitional motion of mankind.

It ig therefore said that "Motion iteelf is a contradiction” {Engels: Anti Dihring,
ge 123) snd that "Motiou, things, processes, thinking -~ all are contradictions,
S8elected Works of Mao Tse~tung, Yol. 1I, page 786.) From all kinds of natural phenomens.

toluman society, thinking, ete., there is nothing which is not & case of "ecombining
two into one.”

"Combining two into one" indicates precisely the most basic law of dialectics ~
the law of the unity of opposites. Comrade Mao Tse-tung seid: “The law of contradiec-
tion in things, that is, the law of the unity of oppesites, is the most basic law in
materialist dielectics.” (Ipid. page 765.} This is after all the chjectlve world, and
the dislectical materialistic world cutlock requires people to take all things in the
world as "combination of two into one.” That is why Lenin seid: "The identity of op-
posites {....the difference between the terms identity end uwnity is not particularly
important....) is the recognition (@iscovery) of the conftradictory, mutually exclusive,
opposite tendencies in zll phenomena and processes of nature (including mind and aociety).
The condition for the knowledge of all processes of the world in their ‘self-movement, '
in their spontaneous development, in their real 1ife, is the knowledge of them as &
unity of opposites.” (Collected Worke of Lenin, Vol. XXXVIII, page 407.)
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Things are after all "ecombined from itwo into one." Since this is an objective
law which does not change with the will of man, we must know things according fc their
qriginal lock. "Pislectics seeks to study the contradiction in the mature of an object
ftself." (Ibid. page 278.) How can the contradictions in things be known? The method
is "o divide one into two." "The splitting of a single whole and the cognition of its
contradictory perts...ls the essence of disiectics.” (Ibid. page »07.) In "On Contra-
diction,” Comrade Mao Tse-tung tesches us by saying that in order to know the nature
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of the process of development of things, "we must reveal the particularity of each
aspect of the contradicticn in the process, otherwise it is impessible to rgveal the
quality of the process.” (Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Vol. 11, page T78.) It

is only through studying the different aspects of a contradiction te find out the spe-
cific position occupied by each of them, the principal aspect and the sscondsry aspact
of the contradiction, the conerete forms in which the two opposite aspects of the con-
tradiction maintain a mutually dependent and mutuvally contradictory relationship with
sach other, and the concrete means by which the opposite agpects strugele with each
other in interdependence snd in contradiction and after the break-up of interdependence,
that the nature of things can be known. This method is the most fundamental and scien-
tific method for knowing the essence and inner connection of things. An objective thing
is "combined from two into one,” and it is "divided from one in%o two" only when it is
%nown. The method of "dividing one into two" is also the concrete analyeis of the con-
erete situstion.

The use of this method to snalyze +the human world of today reveals that there
are on one side imperialism hesded by the United States and the reactionaries of
various countries, and on the other side the revoluticnary forces of the people of
whole world with the people and the proletariat of the various sociaiist countries as
the core. The revolutionary forces of the whole world form the principal aspect of the
contradiction, and the situation in the world is that the Easgt wind prevails over the
Hest wind. With the whole world analyzed in this way, we know that the age we are in
is an age in which imperialism is on the brink of ccllapse and sociallsm is approaching
wictory. With the contradiction of the world and the fact that the revolutionary forces
of the people of the world form the principal agpect known, the revolutionary political
parky should encourage and organize the masses to launch a revolutionary, strategic
offensive, and should not remain on the defensive or retreat strategically.

The use of thig method to analyze the soclalisb society reveals that in the socia-
118t society there are two components or factors, namely capitalism, and soclalism and
communism, and that there i1s a struggle betwesn the two roads. The commnist factor
ig waxing strong, while the capitelist factor is gradually weakening and will be tho=-
roughly destroyed in the end. Therefore, the socialist socliety is & socieby in transi-
tion from capitalism %o communism. Buring this transition period; there are classes
as well as class struggle.

This is true not only in analyzing the pature of the timeg snd %he social nature
of a country, but also inm apalyzing work in any locality, sechbor or umlt of our country.
Work in a locality, sector or unit is itself made up of two opposites, and is "ecombined
from two into one.” To understand and analyze it, the method of "dividing one into
+wo” musht also be used. No matter how numercus its achievements and werits, work in a
loeality, sector or unit will not be perfect, and there will surely be some shortcomings
or weak links. For the ssme reason, although a locality, sechor or unift may have many
shorbeomings and even mistakes, yet it will not be wrong in everything, and there will
cartainly be some achievements, merits and good points.

The same is true with the analysis of a comrade. Although a good comrade may be
of a higher standard, have more merits, be more capsble and give batier performance
in work then other pecple, yet he will not be perfect and Tlawless, and will alsc have
some shortoomings and deflclencles. A comrade with more shorteomings is also bound
to have his merits or good points.

Precisely because things are "combined from two into cne,” the way o know things
ig therefore "to divide one into two."” This is universal. :

Contrary to materialistic dlalecties, the characteristies of mehaphyslcs are ‘that
things are observed in an isolated, one-sided and static manner, the ineclusion of
oppositve aspects in a single whole is not acknowledged, and thers is algo no possibl-
1ity of connecting together the opposite aspects. They [those who use metaphysics} axre
wnable to understand the nature and inner connection of things. Using this metaphysical
viewpoint and methodology to understand the human world, they refuse Lo adnit the rea-
1istic existence of the basic contradiction in the world, cannot drsw s revolutlonary
conelnslon, and draw the opposite conclugsion. DBecsuse they look at the socialist socieby
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with thils viewpoint and methodology, they reject contradiction, and reject the existence
of classes and class struggle. As a consequencs, they hold thai the ocrgan of the pro-
letariat o oppress the exploiting classes by brute force - the state based on prole-
tarian distatorship - becomes vnnecessary, and should be replaced by the “state of

the whole pecple.” They hold thst the Communist Party, the vengusrd of the proletariat
in struggle, has slso become unnecessary and should be replaced by "s parby of the
whole people.”

When a problam is studied, some psople among our comrades are glso often in the
practice of making unconscious use of the metaphysical method. They see only the
contradictory aspect of the problem, but fail to see the other aspect. When things
are observed, they often tend to be absolute, holding that good things are absolutely
good end bad things are absolutely vad. It 1s not that "{t %skes love to know what
one hates end it takee take bo know what is beautiful."” Quite on the contrary, they
look upan the two oppozibe aspects as stending abgolutely againgt each other. They
thus commit the mistake of being subjective and one-sided. They cannct grasp anti-
thesis in unity and upity in antithesis, and think in terms of absolutely incompatible
opposites. They hold thet one is one and two is two. They fail to see that things
are "combined from twe into one,” and they do not "divide one into two" in amalyzing
things. When one employs this metaphysical methodolegy 4o view one's oWl Work or
the work of a unit, secior ox locality, one often will one-sidedly perceive only the
merits, achievements and good points, but Tall o see the shortcomings, mistskes and
bad points. When this method is uged to size up other comyades, units, sechors or lo-
calities, only the shoricomings, mistakes snd bad points will be noticed. The driving
force for developmen® and progress is thus missing in one's own werk, and the harmful

. feslings of self-importancs, srrogance. self-satisfaction and consepvatbism are bound
to be engzndered. :

Moterialistic dlalectics not only admits that all objective things sre 'combined
from two into one,” and holés %het when things are snalyzed, w2 mus?s persist in the
method of "dividing one into Hwo,” buib also holds that the positions neld by the two
cpposites in o single whole wre never constant, Under given nondihions, the principal
nepent of contradiztion is transformed into its opposite. Therefore, vhen the analytical
method of "dividing ome inbo two' iz smployed, i% is necessery to psy atiemtlon to finding
out the conditioms for their mubuel transformation. For ewemple, in the capitalist
zociety, as the bourgeoisie holds The means of production and State power, and exploits
pnd cppresses the proletariast, it is the principal aspech of the cowtradiction. In a
revolutionary struggle, the proledtarist sels np its own priitical party, organizes the
working massss, boilds its own armed forces, and changes the relation of class forces
in the course of sbruggle. The proletariat 1s thus trensformed from the secondary aspect
of the conbradiction into the principal sspect of the contradiction. it seigzes state
pover, overthrows the old society, end causes the capitslist socisby to be transformed
o B higher plane into the socialist soclety.

Again, in our work to build socialism, the wse of the method of "dividing one into
two" to analyze the work of an individval, a unit, a sechor ov 2 locality does nob
cease with finding out the two aspechs of the contradiction, namely, the achievements and
the mistakes, the merits and the shorbteomings. We must shide by the laws governing
the two aspects of a2 conbredictlion end the trangformabion of the principal aspect and
the secondary aspzob inte each other, Tind out and develep the achisvaments, merits and
positive factors, overcome the shoricomings, rectify the mistakes, turn the negetive
factors into positive fachors and the backward inte the adranced, and meke the advanced
even more advanced. The analysis of things in this way enables us not only to know the
rharacteristics of the two opposite aspecis in rsalistic existence, but elso Lo know
the developuent of things, and the laws governing the development of thinge. Firm ad-
herspee to this dialectical method of anslysis will meke us modest and pruient, never
self-gatisfied, and moving forwsrd continnously. :

Only by persisting in the method of "dividing one into e cen we correstly under-
stand the contradictions within things end the conditions for their transformeiion,
ionk for weys to reform things, and change owr understanding from matter intc spiris.
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Qur object as revolutilonaries in knowing the world ia to transform the world.

"Marxist philosophy holds that the most 1mpﬂrtant prceblem is wot o know the laws

of the cbjective world so as to enable us %o inferpret the world, buk, with zuch
knowledge of the cbjechive laws, to take thﬂ‘lnltiacivﬂ in trangforming the world.”
(\elected Works of Mao Tse-tung, Yal, I, page 20).) Since we employ the method of
"dividing one into two' to analyze things and to understand the law of development of
things based on "combining two into one,” we must formulete lines, gunidelines, policies
and measores for transforming the worid and handling all undertakings end problems
according to the laws of the objective things themselves, and implement them in the

practical activities of the masses o promobe the transformation and development of
things.

When lines, guidelines, policies and measures are formulated, it 13 necessary
toc connect together and inbtegrate the two opposite aspects.

Cur Party has conducted e scientific analysis of the bssic contradictions of the
world, found out the conditions for she strugele and transformetion of these contra-
dlctions, and put forward a proposal concerning the general line of the international
communist movement: "Proletarians of the whole world, unite! Proleterians, and the
cppressed peoples and nations of the whole world, vnite! Oppose imperialism and the
rescticnaries of varicus countries! TFight for world pesce, natioual liberation, people's

demoeracy and socilalism! Consolidete the powerful sociaslist camp, graduaily realize
the complete victory of the world revolution of the nroEegarla s &nd build a new world
free from imperialism, capitalism and exploitation." ("A Proposal Concerning the General
Line of the International Communist Movement," Jen-min Jih-pag, June 17, 1963.) With
this general line mastered by the revolutionary political parties and the masses of
the whole world, the socialiast revointion is sure to triummph throvghoudh the world.

n the foundation of analyzing the movement of opposites in Chinese soeciety
following the founding of the People's Republic of China, tha Perty and Comrade Mao
TFse-tung have formulated the general line for the transition period which e=alls for
"the gradual freslization of soecialist industrislization of the country and the gradusl
realization of the socialist transformation of agrisuliurve handizvefta and capitalist
industry and commerce in our country.” This general line bas bagically been reslized.
In the work of building socialism in China, there ars meny upuﬂsi‘“ aapects. Firshs,
sopditlons must be found for connecting together and uniting the opposites, and vnitlng
and integrating the opposites in work. Yo uge symbolic language,this iz "o walk on
two legs." For exsmple, the genersl line of building socielism by exerting our utmost
efforts and pressing consistently ahead to achieve gresiter, faster, heftier and more
economical resulis gives expression of the law of the wity of opposltes. Greater,
fagter, better and more economical results are mutually oppossd tc and connected with
one snother, and also condltion one another. There is contradiction between greater
and Taster results on the one hand and better and more economical results on the other.
However, greater and faster results cannot be divorced from betisr and more sconomiesl
results. Divorced from betiter and more sconomical results, greater and faster results
cannot in effeect be achieved. Bebter and more economical resulis also cannot be dlvoresd
from greater apd faster results. Divorced from greater and faster results, betier and
more economical resulte cannot in effect be achieved.

The series of guidelines and policies of our Party are all lormulated on the pre-
mise of analyzing things which are "combined from two into one” by “dividing one into
two" end finding out the conditions for uniting and integrating the opposites, For
exsmple, after anslyzing the relationship between industry and agriculture, the two
major sectors of the mational economy, the two opposites of sgriculiure and industiry
are integrated, and the general guideline of developing %he nstionsl economy with agri-
culture as the foundation and industry as the lesading factor is put forwerd. In cur
socizlist soclety, there are two kinds of social contradiction, namely the conbradiction
hetween the enemy and ourselves, and the contradiction among the peopls. The poli-
tical power which handles these two kXinds of soclal contradiction is the pecple'’s demo-
gretic dictatorship which integrates the aspect of democrmcy among the people with the
sspect of dictatorship towerd the reactiomaries, When contrwdictions swong the people
sre deslt with, democratic centralism is enforced. Centraiism based on demoeracy is
not one-sided centralism, which will lead to burssucracy. Demosrscy under centralized
guidance . is not one-gided democracy which will lesd o ansrohism.
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Every unit, sector or iceality, no matter whether it is sdvanced or backward, has
its merits and shortcomings. Therefore, in the “compare, learn, overtake and help”
campaign, the backward must not only learn from the advanced, but also make use of theilr
good points to help the advanced overcome their shortcomings. %he advanced must not only
help the backward, but also learn good points from the backward to make up their own
shorteomings. As a conseguence, there must be "melp in learning and learning in helip."

Every comrads in our revolubionary ranks has his merits and shortcomings,but
genarally speaking, the merite are of primary importance. Therefore, in ldeclogical
work, it is necessary to integrate criticism with citation with chief emphasis placed
on citation.

The lines, guidelines and policies of the Party are formulated with dielectics
according to the law of development of things. Wuen they are carried out, we must
slzo ahide by the dialectical method and link up the opposites on the basis of 'combining
two into one." The practice of the masses must be guided with these lines, guidelines
and policies before the anticipated goal can be attained in the transformaticn of the
world, the handling of work and the solution of problems, and before spirit can be
turned inbo matter.

An objective thing is "combined from two into one.’ To understand it, it igs neces-
sary to divide "one into two." When the guidelines and policies are formuleted for
transforming the world and handling work, it is again necessary to "eombine two into
one," to grasp the unity of the opposites and the opposites in the unity. This is
the most fundamental viewpoint and methedology in dialectical materialism. The learning
of this method ie of grea’ significance %o practical work.

* * ¥*

"Dividing One into Two" and "Combining Iwo into One' Are
Two Inseparable Aspects of the Law of Contradiction

- A Debate with Comrades Ai Heng-wu E"'{W@ \?\l % , Lin Ch'ing-shan (ﬁﬁ;ﬁ 4
and Bsiang Ch'ing (1% % L@ X
- by Pfan Ch‘inggggn " (;%% }ﬂ,i@V) -
(Peking Kuang-ming Jih-pao, June 13, 1964)

Having read the article "'Dividing One into Two' and 'Combining Two into One'"
by Comrades Ai Heng-wu and Lin Ch'ing-shan ("Philosophy" Supplement Wo. 433 of Kuang-
ming Jih-pao, May 29, 1964 ) and the article "'Combining Two into One' Is Not Dialectice”
Ly Comrade Hsiang Ch'ing ("Philosophy "Supplement No. b3k of Kuang-ming Jih-pao, June 5.
196L4), I feel that they have their nobeworthy points, but are also one-gided end subjective

Comrade Ai gnd Lin hold that " aombining two into one' indicates precisely the most
pasic law of dialectics - the law of the unity of opposites,” while "the method of
'‘dividing one into two' is the fundamental method for knowlng things." Comrade Hsiang
Ch'ing holds that "what gives true expression to the law of the unity of opposites 1is
"gividing one into two,' but not 'combining two into one!" I hold that these ways of
locking at things see only cne aspect of the problem, hut overlock or abandon and even
distort the other aspect. We know that the basic core of dialectics - the law of the
unity of opposites - is based on "dividing one into two" as well as "combining two into
one,” and only this kind of “dividing’ and "combining" the same thing gives expression
to the whole of the unity of opposites in the conbradiction. The gubstitution of this
kind of antithesis - unity, "dividing one” - “combining two' in proper sequence Cons«
titute the movement {of opposites) in the development of things. There 1s no room
for doubt in this regard. However, Comredes Al and Lin on the one gide and Comrade Hsiang
Ch'ing on the other slde each adhere to one aspect in rendering them absolute and 1so-
lating them. In the unity of opposites in the comtradiction, the former sees only unity

¥ The Hsiang Ch'ing article has not been translated, but its arguments against the
"two into one” theory are extensively quoted in this artlcle. - CB E4.





