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How To Deal with the Idea of "Politically Passable,
Professionally Proficient and Living Well"

- Forum on Question of Being Red and Eipert"—

I

(Peking Chung-kuo Ch'ing-nien Pao, December 24, 1954)

Chung-luo Ch"ing-nien Pao Editor's Note: )

— - o
The problem reflected in the letter of Comrade Ch'in Jung-hsiu (g%—ég 25 3
of Pexing Iren and Stepl College is very importsnt. An explicit discuseion of this
problem will be of preat significance to the revolutionization of young intellectuals.

Tn conjunction with studying and implementing the spirit of the oth National
Congress of the Young Communist League, young intellectuals in many places are presently
developing an enthusinstic discussion on the problel of being red and expert. This
discussion fires the ardor of the broad masses of the young intellectuals to advance
on the road of being both red and expert.

Scme youths have, nevertheless, voiced their understanding and view in a different
way. The more porular one 1is the so-called idea of "politically passable, professionally
proficient and living well.” Tt is found not only among & portion of university
professors and students but glsc among young scientists and technicians, young literary
and art workers and other young intellectuals. Therefore,.thls newspapers accepts
Comrade Ch'in Jung-hsiu's recommendation, and begins to launch today & forum on hew
to deal with the so-called idea of 'politically pesasatle, professlonally proficient and

living well. '’
The topics for discussion are:

(1) Under the socialist conditions of our country today, should the revolu-
tionary youth set a strict political demand for themselves? Should they strengthen
ideological remolding and reslize proletarian revolubionization? If they are satis-
fied by merely refralining from taking the enti-Party and anti-socialist stand, can
they be "politically passable' in the stormy class struggle?

(2) Under the socialist conditions of our country today, what 1s the relation-
ship between politics and prefessional work? What does our technical and professional
knowledge servel If we do not remold ourselves ideologically and set a strict demand
for ourselves politically, can our technical and professional knowledge be really gound
encugh for the cause of revolution and constructlon?

~

(3} Under the socialist conditions of our country today, what should te the
aim of life for a revolutionary youth? Should he serve the snterests of the overwhelming
majority of the people or just pursue & good life for the individual?

(4) What is the ideologicel essence of "politically passable, professionally
proficient and living well?" How does it endanger the revolutionization of the young
intellectuals?  Why must young intellectuals advince aleong the road of being both
red and expert? o -

We hope that the young intellectuals on various fronte will use Mao Tse-tung's
thought as thelr, weapon and enthusiastically participate in this discusaion in the
spirit of submitting to faets and remsons. Each contributor should grasp one or two
preblems and concretely analyze and describe the actual situation of his department,
unit, or nimgelf.. We also velcome Teaders to raise other red and expert problems for

diseussion.
. *
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Letter from Comrade Ch'in Jung-hsiu

Comrade Editor:

Some teachers and students of our school recently held a discussion on how
to understand and handle the relation between revolution and construction, and the
relatipn between politics and professional work. This is an important problem bearing
on how intellectuals should be oriented and which road they ghould follow. In this
discussion, the cnderstanding of certain teachers and students ‘could be generalized by
the popular ldes of "poiitically passable, professionally proficient and living well."
In place of being poth red and expert, they considered this philosophy to be the most

practical and effective avenue for intellectuals.

The reasons are:

{1} The present era is different from the past. In the past, there was the
war and the revolution, and it was necestary to set rigid political requirements.
Although we are atill required to carry out the revolution now, yet the principal work
is.to carxy out construetion. The exploiting class has been overthrown. Although
there are still some remnanis, they can do no great harm. With the times changed,
the tasks are changed too.

Our current main task is to meke & success of socialist construction. The principal
task for us technical and professional men in particular is to carry out construction
and not reveolution. Hence, there is no need to make the political requirementa too
strict, and it will do if we sre passable politically. What is called "pesseble”
means that we must support tne Party and socislism, or it can be aaid that we must not
take the anti-Party and anti-socialist stand.

(2) Politics is emplty, but professional work is solid. Redness IEJabstract,
Only professional work can make contributions to socialist
construction and directly and truly serve socialism. There must be something concrete
to demonstrate whether we are red or not. ‘To us professional men, expertness is a de-
monstration of redness. We are principally concerned with professional work and
serving the people with our professional work. We must be professiocnally proficient
and meke a success of professional work before we can make & SUCCESS of the revelution.
Professional work and the revolutiocn cannot be separated.

but expertness is concrete.

As a matter of fact, it 1is difficult to reguire professional works to be good
both politically and professionally. This is difficult to put into practice. Redness
and expertness are opposites in most cases and are seldom unified. It is only possible
to be either more expert and less red, or less expert and more red. Therefore, the
weight of politieal work and professional work should vary with persons. There must
he division of labor, and the two, though following different paths, lead to the same
destination. As far as a scientific, technical or professional youth is concerned,
the principal problem of revolutionization at present is to be professionally proficient.

{3) When you are professionally proficlent and make contributlons, it goes
without saying that the state and the pecple will take account of you and pay you well.
This is only reasonable. Today we still adopt the system of "distribution according
tg work." Is it not Just because they are professionally sound that some experts and
specialists are held in high esteem, stand high in scciety, and lead a good life? It
is therefore said that as long as one is professionally proficient, the question of
"jeading & good life"--to which the intellectua;f aspire--is also solved.

How ghould this problems be dealt with? Is the idea of "politiecally passable,
professionally proficient and 1iving well" the path which the intellectuals should
follow? Under the situation that there gre still class and class struggle in society,
is it practical to replace the avenue of being both red and expert with this philosophy?
What danger is there, if any, in following this path? I believe clarification of this
problem ig of significance. I suggest therefore that it should’be discussged in the

newspapers so that it may be correctly understood.

Ch'in Jung-hsiu

Pressure Processing Department,
Peking Iren and Steel College.
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(Peking Chung-kuo Ch'ing-nien Pao, December 26, 196k)

Chung-kuo Ch'ing-nien Pao Editor's Note:

We are publishing four more articles today which give twe different views on
the red and expert problem. Which opinlon can stand up firmly? We hope that you young
intellectuals on variocus fronts enthusiastically air your opinions in accordance with
your own real situation and comprehension.  Let us repeat the topics for discusslon

that were published last time for your reference:

(1) Under the socialist conditions of our country today, should reveluticonary
youth set a strict demand for themselves politieally?  Should they strengthen ideolo-
gical remolding and realize proletarian revolutionization? If they are sabisfied
by merely refraining from taking the anti-Party and anti-socialist stand, can they be
"politically passable" in the stormy class struggle? -

(2) Under the socialist conditions of our country today, what 1s the relationship
Letween politics and professional work? What does our techricnl and professional
knowledge serve? If we do not remold curselves ideoclogically and set a strict demand
for ourselves politically, can our technical and professional knowledge be really sound
enough for the cause of revolution and construction?

(3) Under the soclalist conditions of our country toda&, wﬂat should be the
aim of life for a revolutionary youth?  Should he serve the interests of the over-
whelming majority of the people or Just pursue a good life-for the individual?

_ (4) What is the ideological essence of "politically passible, professionally
sound and living wellt” How does it endanger the revolutionization of the young
intellectusnls? Why must young intellectuals advance aleong the road of being both

red and expert?

*

It Is Not A1l Right for One to Be Politically "Passable”

by . o
Tai Chih-fen (3N 0 ‘)
a young technician of the Designing Institute for Non-Ferrous
Metallurgy, Ministry of Metallurgical Industry

I am a young designing worker. In the past few years, L always considered
that my principal contradiction was that my professional knowledge was not sound.
As for politics, I thought it would do so long as I did not commit any mistake. Puring
the past few years, since I really had made no big mistake of a political nature,
T could be described as passable in this comnection. From the recent forum on re-
volutionization of designing work however, I realize that if a technical man does not
thoroughly remold his thought, the bourgeois ideology in his head will devise all ways
and means to show itself in his work and willbring great loss to the country.

. The designs that I worked on in the past were characterized with the pursult
of lavishness and the pursult of the so-called high standards of socialist enterprises.
For example, when T designed lighting equipment for the barber shop of a factory I
copied the lighting equipment of a high-class barber shop in Shanghai. The main

" entrance was decorated with two wall lamps in the shape of barber poles which rotated
automatically, and the interior was lit throughout with pineapple-shaped wall lamps
which looked very gorgeous. But they were completely divoréed from the needs and the
living standard of the broed laboring people. Again for example, when I designed
power wirlng for a factory, I advanced various reasons to.increese many unnecessary
installations, and ag a result, the ‘area of clvil engineering work was.increased by one
third and state investment totaling more than ¥100 thousand was wasted. '
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T @id not feel there wns anything wrong at the time. On the contrary, 1 wus
quite proud of mysalf, Why was I not distremsed over the waste of so much money of
the state? This had much to do with my stand and ideological gentiments., I was
born to a family of the exploiting class in Shanghai. Since ¢hildnood, I had led
the life of a "young lord." The extrevagant living of the bourgeoisie in Shanghai
prior to liberation left & profound impression with me. ‘After my participation-in
work, the Party educatiocn made me realize thdt I must serve socialism. However,

T had not remoldedny thought in real earnest and I was in pursult.of a peaceful and
comfortable bourgeois life, Tdeologically I-had not dravn a line of demarcation
from bourgeois Epicureanism. Hence, I replaced Party policieé with the bhourgecls
viewpoint of enjoyment in my work and held that living as the bourgeoisie did in the

past constituted the happy life of soclallam.

Wnen I designed these things, although 1 argued superficially that I, aimed
at serving the workers and malking them comfortable, I was actually rendering & service
to "myself.,”  DBourgeols individualism always influenced me in my work., As I now
recall, when I accepted a task in the past, I thought not'in terms of how to implement
Party's policies in the designs but considered whether thne Job was a big or a small
one. If it was a small Job of no significance, I dealt with it perfunctorily.

If it was a blg Job, I would set my mind at making a success of it, tms creating an
“exemplary masterpiece’ for the electrical industry snd erecting a “morument’ for myself.
Wnen I designed power wiring for example, I felt that since both the technologlcal
installations and civil engineering construction were grand and magnificent, if the
electrical installatlions were of too low a level, -they would not seem to match.

Hence, they must be & 1ittle blgger, a little prettier and a 1ittle more perfect

before they were presentable and could catch the eye. However, "a little deviation”

in my political ideology led me far astray and caused the loss of one hundred thousand

ﬂi_an to the state.

I only thought that I would be politically passable if I did not commit any
big mistake but I did not consider the heavy loss brought to the state by my not having
thoroughly remolded my thought. Therefore, when I said "I am politically passable”
in the past, I only meant that things were alright as far as T was concerned, but I
did not consider whether such was also alright for the state and to the people.

Comrade Liu Shao-ch'i said: "Our intellectuals must understand that they
can not be divorced from polities. Once divorced from revolutionary polities;
they could easily head for reactionary politics. Without a correct political stand,
they could drift to the reactionary politiecal stand. Even . though they might have
mastered some knowledge and skills, such people could not truthfully and reliably serve
the cause of socialism or whole-heartedly serve the workers and the peasants.”  Comrade
i4u is correct in this respect. My personal experlence proves that, 1f intellectuals
like me do not theoroughly remold their bourgeois stand and ideologlical sentiments, they
can neitner be truthful nor reliasble. " :

*

Not "Politically Passable” in the True Senae

by '

thi Pei-t'ing (% {M}

Student, Forelgn Languages Depertment,
Peking Normal Unilversity

There are few people today who advocate that they would only follow the road
of being only-expert but not red. However, this does not mean that the idea of belng
only expert but not red has passed away. On the contrary, it is still looking for a
market among us. "Beingpolitically passable, professionally sound and Living well"
is precisely a camouflaged version of this idea. : ;
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T had this idea too when I firat entered the university snd I used it to guide
my study, life end work. I read as many books as L could, and learned "in the hard
vay basic skills in my speclalized fieid." I paid little or no attentlon to political
studies and 1denloglesl remolding. T congldered that so long as T did not take
the anti-Party and not anti-socialist stand, I would be "alright poiiticaily" and
problems would not arise. But, what were the facts? When discussing & rural problem
on one occasion, I mistock the advocacy for following the capitalist road as the correct
view becpuse of my lack of clags viewpoint and wnclear undersianding. After things
were aralyzes hy obher schoclmates, I dlscovered that my eyes had been decejved by
bourgeois ideology and wore not sharp enough. As I had alweys considered myself to
be "politically passable,” L never realized that I could not "pass through' the major
question of the struggle between the two roads. At times, I set "gtrict demands"
for myself to "stand firmly in polities.” But I did not know how to adhere to this

stand.

Tor example, when I sav other people pursulng the bourgeois way of life by en-
phasizing good food and clothing, I could not tell whether it was right or wWrong.
On the contrary, I thought that this was reasonable. As university gtudents, we must
have the "style” of university students. In this manner, T began to waver. Without
realizing it, I began to pey attention to good food and clothing, and abandoned the
good style of leading & plain and hard life. Tmis showed that the idea of "politically
passable, professionglly sound gpd living well" nad opened the door to pourgeois ideclogy
and stood in the way of making myself "politically sound. "

The Party wants us to become successors to the revolution and take up the
heavy burden of realizing commuriam in China and throughout the world. This burden
cannot be borne by those people who have the idea of "politically passable, professionally
sound and living well." The aim of this philosophy is to enable the individual "to
lead a good 1ife.” Tney would flrally sink one day into the quagnire of intoxication
over material enjoyment and cannot extricate themselves. This is very dangerous.
We must thoroughly criticize and abandon this philesophy which is a big barrier
in our revolutionizatilon.

Mere Satisfaction in Not Taking the Anti-Party and Anti-Sccialist
Stand in the Subjective Would Not Lead to Sincerely Serving
Socialism in the Objective

by .
. k@
Wang Hsi-p'eng (;kx§1pﬂﬂvj
Tnstitute of Geophysics and Meteorclogy, Academia Sinica

Some people say that under the conditions of the socialist system in our
country & person Always want to serve socialism in the objective as long as he does
not take the anti-Party and anti-sccialist stand in the subjective. They try to use
this reasoning to defend the so-called idea of "politically passable.”"  In fact,
the problem is not as simple as this.

We know that in our class society today the class stand directly determines
whether scientific and technical knowledge serves the bourgeoisie or the proletariat.
If you do not sincerely remold your thought and subjective world, your starld will not
be firm and how will you be able to more properly and cutstandingly serve socialism
objectively? Will not what you call 'professionally sound” end in profiting the
vourgeolsie? Such examples are nct hard to find in our life. For example, there
are people who do not have a ecorrect political direction and who do not possess the
philosophy of serving the people whole-heartedly. They use their specialized knowledge
as caplital for advancement in society and as the stepping stone-to perscnal fame and
profit. What they call "yound” does not stem from a consideration for the interests
of the country but from & personal pursuit of fame and profit. They are thinking on hovw
to use as little time to turn out as much work for as high-a remuneration as possible.
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fieme people are alse divorced from yoslity and the labering people in thalir
seientific and technical rezearch. They are satisfied with and intoxicated by thelr
own book nowledge becsuse in thelr eyes only book knowledge is "sound." They show
no interest in technical vork as signed them and ave unwilling to cooperate and exchange

technical knowledge with cther people.

Let us ask: ©Since this so-called "soundness" runs counter to soclalist construec-
tion, what else can it be 1f it is not in the service of the bourgecisie?

It can be seen from the avove that the relationship between politics and
profeasion, as far as a scientific and technical workers in the soclallst society ie
concerned, is baslcally a question of class atand--an lmportant question of whether one
is primarily a Menlentist" disinterested in politics or primarily a revolutionary. Tt
is the question of whether the road of the bourgecis intellectuals or the road of
continued and self-conacious ideolagical revolution of the proletariat intellectuals
iz followed. Otherwise, what he calls professionally "sound” and "serving soclialist
construction in the objective” 1s but individualism in a beautiful mantle for deceiving

people. .

5
When One Cannot Be Both Red end Expert

by Z
T'ien Ho-sghui (& ﬁ:\’) 71(/)

Student, Peking Gteel and Iron College

I feel that the demand for and emphasis on being red and expert ghould vary
with time. We know that the purpose and aim of revolutionary varies with different
pericds of time and that the demand on revolutionaries also changes. For example,
during the period of demoeratic revelution, the chief task of revolutionaries wes to
fight a war and go into battles with live ammunition. At that time, even the best
knowledge in mathematics, physics and chemistry nad to be abandened. At that time,
many revolutionary jntellectuals with specinllzed knowledge put down thelr books and

became professional revolutionaries.

Now with our country ushered inte 2 period of all-round socialist construction,
the state is in need of large numbers of englineers, specialists and research personnel.
Under these conditions, we must implement necesssary division of labor. For persons i
nandling-social sciences and persons specialized in political Wwork-the demand for
"redness” must be high. For persons handling natural sciences the demand for experi-

ness must be high, and the demand for redness may be somewhat lower.

I do not say that persons handling netural sclences mey entirely forsake redness.
I only hold that the degree of being red should vary. A soelal scientist or philosophy
regearcher can no longer serve soclalism once . his world outlook 1s idealistic. On
the other hand, some bourgeois tachnical experts whose world ocutlock has not been )
remolded can still serve sociaslism under the proletarian leadership. Have not the old
experts and the old artists whose stand and world outlook has been thorcughly reformed

made contributions to socialism just the same tcday?  Had they gpent too much time

on study of Marxism-Leninism, their expertness surely would have suffered.

According to what I know, none of the greaf natural scientists in history
was well versed in Marxism-Leninism. Tt is my opinion, therefore, that different
persons zhould be dealt with according to their conditionsa. T

Man's time 1z limited and his energy iz also limited. A metallurgleal engineer
could never be expected to know history and bioclogy as well. By the same token, it
is practicelly impossible to expect persons engaging in scientific and. engineering
work to be both red and expert--to have s good knowledge of Marxism-Leninism as well
as specialized knowledge. If the demand for redness id set too high, one's knowledge

in his specialized field would definitely be affected. In this manner, it would be -
disadvantageous to soclalist construction. : , -
The above is my opinion on the problem of being red and expert. I welcome

criticism and correctlion from everyone on any inappropriate polhts that T may have made.
* * * - - -

. S
A
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(Peling Chung-kuc Ch'ing-niep Pao, January T, 1965}

What Has Been Discussed Recently?

by
Chung-kuc Ch'ing-nien Pao Editor

Three issues of this coluan have been devoted to discussions on the gquestion
of "red and expert.” This editorial department has vepeived a large number of contri-
butions from the breoad rassed of the young readers of varjous trades and professions
in enthusiastic participation in the discussions. .

As shown in the articles reccived, the..question on which reeders hope to clarify
first is: Is it correct to think that one is required to be proficient professionally
but merely passable politically? Most of the contributions received hold that one
should be proficient both politically and professicnally. A few of them hold that
as far as those who are presently engaged in technical work or plan to take up such
work in the future are concerned, it will do if they are politically passable. They

hold the following views:

{1) Brought up under the red flag, the youths of todey have all embarked
on the socialist beat and have positively taken to the sdciallst path. As they
devole themselves to technology, these engaged in technical work are, by the very nature
of their work, serving the people. Provided they adhere to the line of opposing
neither the Party nor socialism, and provided that they can curb their individualism
at the critical moment, they will be able to hold their ground politically.

{2) A division of labor is always necessary in a soclety. Some are ex-
clusively engaged in political work and some are exclusively devéted to technology.
Since Lthose devoted Lo technology are concerned mainly with technical problems, it is,
therefore, nob neccssary for them Lo maintain such a high degree of political consclous-

ness.

Whether or not these views are correct is worthy of further discussion.

Under the circumstances thet an evefféreater penetration is made into the
socialist revolution, is  there any question of what path should our youths follow?
Is it -possible for a person to carry out resolutely the reveolution without thoroughly
remolding his thought and setting strict demands for himself? What is the essence
of the thinking to seek merely to become passable politically?

In the socialist saciety in which classes and class struggle still exist,
can one stand firmly so long as he is not opposcd to the Party'ihd socialism? Is
it possible for those devoted to technology to mind only technical problems and to
iznore the class struggle? e

What, after all,is the purpose of promoting technology? Without a correct
standpoint, viewpoint, and method to guide technical work, can it be used to serve the

majority of the people?

Tt is hoped that more people will continue to state their views and discuss
their experiences pertaining to the above-mentioned questions, in association with their
actual work and thouphts. For thorough reasening, it 1s best that each article should
discuss only onc question, including vicwpoint, facts and analysis. Discussions
should be factual and specific, and facts referred to must be exact and correct.

As the articles received are many; those artiéles which are not published
will not .be returned. . Please retain your own Ccaopy-

*




