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In the polemics between "divide ome lnto two" and "combine two into one,” Comrade
Yao Po-mao has set forth the following views, citing the contradiction between redness
and proficlency as an instance: {1) Contradictions may be divided into two categorles:
Yoontradictions with identity as their principal festure" and "contradictions with
struggle as thelr principal feature." The contradiction between redness and roficiency
belongs to the "contradictions with identity as thelr principal feature.” {2) Redness
and proficiency 'partially exclude each other.” "It cannot be_sald that the opposite
of redness is proficlency and vice versa." "Redness and proficiency are completely
united.” (3) It is not necessary to resolve the contradletion between redness and
proficiency by conducting a tit-for-tat struggle; i.e., by overcamlng one aspect with
the other; it thould be resolved by "eombining two into one." From this he.draws the
conclusion that both those who advocate "dividing one into two" and those who advocate
"oombining two into one" are "guilty of taking the part as the vhole." {See "Comment on

on

the Discuasion of 'Divide One into Two' and 'Combine Two into Cme, - Jen-min Jih-
pao of July 19, 1564 )
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The above views held by Comrade Yao Po-mao are wrong. Below we shall analyze
his wrong views, taking as an {nstance the onctradiction between redness and proficiency
that exists in training politically red and profeseionally proficient ypersonnel in
the institutes of higher learning.

1. How redness and proficiency constitute a contradiction

In our opinion, the relationship petween redness and proficiency is one between
politics and profession, and between politics and technique: the two are a unity of
opposites. The relationship between politics and profession exists in all socleties
and among all classes. In the capitalist society, the bourgeoisie demands unity of
bovrgeols polities and profession. Tn the soclalist soelety, the proletarint demands
unity of proletarian politics and profession, l.e., unity of redness and proficiency.
Redness means the political orientation of the proletariat; it is the commander, soul,
base and motive power of profession. Proficieney means the technique, instrument and ,
method of carrying out assigrments; it is at the serviée of polities. A politieally
red man 18 one who takes the stand of the proletariat, has the commmnist ocutlook on
the world, and serves the workers; peasants and socialism with all his heart. A
professionally proficient man 1s one who masters specialized skills and modern scien-
tific and cultural kncwledge;ﬁ‘Redness and proficlency are united and promote each
other. By placing proficiency junder its command, redness cdn promote proficiency;
by serving redness, proficiency can facilitate realization of the political tasks.

That redness and proficiency are united and promote each other is recognized by Comrade
Yao Po-mac. But the point is that we cannot confine our view to the unity of redness
and proficiency without losing sight of their mutual antagonism, exclusion and struggle.
Concerning the antagonism between redness and proficiency, Comrade Yac Po-mao tells us
nothing concrete except to say that fpadness does not amount to profileiency and cannot
replace proficlency, nor does proficlency amount *o redness and replace redness.”

What are the manifestations of muwtual antagonism, exclusion and struggle of
redness and proficiency?

One of .the manlifestatlons of contradiction between redneas and proficiency is that
in the present-day soclety redness and proficiency are still not developed in an even
manner and are still separated in varying degrees -- Some are politically red but not
professionally proficient, while some are professionally proficient but not politically
red. For instance, some people have a fine professional ability but not a high political
swareness; their political level is not compatible with their professional level; the
fact that they are politically not red rectricts display of their professional ability,
prevents them from making a success of their work and even causes them to do things
unfavorable to the people. On the other hand,some people have a high degree of poli-
tibal awareness but poor professional ability; their professional level 1s not compa-
tible with their politieal level; the fact that professionally they are not proficient
‘prevents them from fulfilling their political tesks and mking a sutcess of thelr woTk.
In philosophical terms, this incompatibility and separation are called mutual antagonism,
exclusion and atruggle of oppoaites. Belng professionally proficient but not politically
red or being politiecally red but not professionally proficlent is a gtate of separa-
tion of redness and proficlency, a state brought about by an intensification of contra=
diction between redness and proficlency. :

In the socialist soclety, this contradiction between redneas and proficien¢y is
brought about mainly by the class system and 18 a manifestation of the contradictlon
between the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. The soclalist. sgclety has come cut from
the old soclety. In the old soclety, the exploiting ~elass monapolized science and
culture, most of those trained were intellectuals of the exploiting class, and the
proad masaes of working people were deprived of the right to'master sclence and culture.
What is left over by the old soclety is this extreme separation of redness and proficiency.
After liveration, things have radically changed with sclence and culture placed in the
hands of the workirng people, with new intellectuals politically red and professionally
proficient growing up in large numbers, with many intellectuals from the old society
having gone through ideclogical remolding, and with the peparation of redness and pro-
ficiency belng overcome step by step. However, hecause of the fact that the exploiting
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class still has great force and influence In the selentific and cultural fields,
bourgecis intellectuals are still found and differences gtill -exist between manual

labor and mental laber,and between workers and peasants; the geparation of redness

end proficiency left over by the old society is still nmot cempletely done away with ]
and there is a 1likelihood that new separation of redness and proficiency will take place..
For example, same of the young people who have grown up after liberation and are of good
famtly origin have a high degree of awareness but ldck scientific and cuitural knowledge.
On the other hand, same people who have been deeply influenced by the exploliting

class in the society and their families and whose level of awarenesg is low, DpOsSaess

more knowledge of science and culture. This brings about a- contradlction between

redness and proficiency in real life. S )

The contradiction Letween redness and proficlency also finds its striking
expression in the fact that those imbued with bourgeois ideas take thelr profession
as a means to personal fame and gain, use profession to exclude politics and proficiency
to exclude redness, and advocate proficiency to the neglect of redness. For instance,
guring the 1957 rectification campaign, bourgeois rightists in the institutes of higher
learning considered themselves to be the professional "authorlty," demanded "professorial
management of schools,” ralsed an outery that "one outslde the trade cannot lead one
inside the trade," and opposed Party leadership over schools, This was how the bour-
seolsie used profession as the means for opposing political leadership and Party lea-
dership, and developed a contradiction between the enemy and ourselves, Further, among
gome people is found the bourneols idea of letting profession serve personal fame and
gain. They think that proression may be {ndependent of polltics, and hope to be "pure
scientists.” In the bellef tnat "profession is everything,” they bargain with the
Party, relying on their profession for "strength." On the excuse that thelr time is
conatant and their energy is limited, they exaggerate the contradictlion between redness
end proficiency in time, an? held that it i3 impossible for one to be both politically
red and prafcssionnlh{proricient. Dominated by this individualist outlook on life,
they suggest "proficlency first and redness second," “more proficiency and less red-
ness” and "subsbitution of proficiency Tor redness.” Tn a word, they want proficiency
and o redness,using proficiency to exclude redress, and oppose placing proficiency
under the command of redpess. Meamdnile, that they are politically not red restricta
their professional proficlency. This road traversed by bourgeols intellectuals who
are professionally proficlent but politically not red is fundamentally opposed to the
road traversed by the proletarian {ntellectuals who are both politically red and pro4
fessionelly profictent. Therefore, this struggzle between redness aml proficlency waged
by bourgeois-mindad people who use profession to excliude pollitics and proficlency to
exclude rednesa is manifested, in real life, as a atruggle between political leadership
over professicn and "profession decldes everything," and a struggle between the red
and proficient road, and the proficient but not red Toad.

The econtradiction between redness and proficiency alsa finds its expression in
two different criteria for evaluating what 13 proficiency. The proficlency the prole-
tariat demnnds is such that one 1s capable of solving both theoretical and practical
problems, is able to use both bis brains and his hands, and is capable of both 1li-
terary and military deeds. Thils proficiency 1s. profielency direc¢ted by the proletarian
view of the world and proficlency combined with redness which 1s at the service of pro-
letarian politics. On the other hand, the criterion with which the bourgeolsle meagures
proficiency is the books read and the theoretical knowledge acquired, irrespective of
whether practical problems of socialiat revolution and soclalist construction can be
solved or not. This proficiency 1s proficlency directed by the bourgecis 1dealist view
of the world and 1s divorced from redness. This proficiency cannot pessibly render
a good service to the proletarian politics and many even exclude the purpose of serving
proletarisn politics. This 1s also one of the manifestations of contradiction between

redness and proficiency in Teal life.
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8¢ much for the manifestations of mutual sntagonism, exclusion and struggle of
redness and proficiency. Comrade Yao Po-mac also recognizes redness and: proficlency as
two aspects of a contradictlon but he holds that redness and proficiency "only partially
exclude each other,” are not opposed- to each other, nd are "completely united.” In
fact, every contradiction has two aspects which exclude each other and strupggle against
each other, that is, two msspects which are opposed to each other.. Chalrman Mao said:
"To be 'opposed to each other' means the mutual exclusion or struggle of the two
contradictory aspecta.” {1} There is no such thing here as 4 distinction between
what is called partial exclusion and what is called whole exclusion, The instances
of contradiction between redness and proficiency as analyzed above will elarify the
following: Redness and proficiency are incompatible with each other and are separated
from each other -- does not this mean mutual exclusion of opposites? Bourgeols-minded
pecple use profession to exclude politics and proficlency to 'exelude redness, lnsist
on proficiency instead of redness, advocate ''professlon decides evérything," and oppose
placing profession under the command of politics and becoming both red and proficlent --
does not this mean mutval exclusion of opposites? The proficlency directed by the
bourgecis idealist view of the world cannot conform with the demand of proletarian
politics and even excludes it -- does not this mean mutual exclusion of opposites?
How can this be called “partial exclusion” and "complete unity"? Comrade Yao Po-pmaoc's
view is untenable. He himself says: "One may not become. & nominal statesmen who is
politically red but professionally not proficlent, still less of course may one hecome
one who is professionally proficient but politically not red and who is unable to
serve the people with all his heart and who even does things Jeopardizing the interests
of the people."” Here Comrade Yac Po-mao hos clearly seen the {ntensificatlion of
struggle between redness and proficlency. Put ag he departs from clasdes and class
struggle that objectively exist and as he abstractedly explores the relationship
between redness and proficiency, he loses sight of the contradiction between redness
and proficlency and arrives at the wrong eonalusion that redness and proficiency
"partially exclude esch other" and are " oompletely united,"” thus disregarding the
elementary knowledge of materialistic dialesiles

Concerning the relntions in which politics 1s opposed Lo and united with pro-
fessions -- i.e., with technique, economics, military affairs, and art .- Chaoirman
Mao has made many brilliant and concrete analyses which we should learn in earnest.
For instance, analyzing the relations in which polities is opposed to and united
with art, Chairman Mao said in his "Talks at the Yenan Forum on Art and Li*erature,”
Mot we demand is unity of politles and art, of content and form, and of the revoiu-
tionary political content and the highest possible degree of perfection in artistic
form." (2) But is there 2 contradiction between politics and art?' There is. "Some
things which are basically reactionary from the political point of view may yet be
artistically good. But the more artistic such a work may be, the greater harm will
it do to the people, and the more reagon for us to relect it. The contradiction between
reactionary political content ang artistic form is a common “haracteristic of the
art and literature of all exploiting classes {n their decline.” {3) .COn the other
hayd, "works of art, however politically progressive, are powerless if they lack
artistic qu&lity."(h) Tt iz a contrasdiction between revolutionary political content
and a lack of perfect form of art. That is why Chairman Mao called for "a struggle
on two fromts over the question of 1iterature and urt" to oppose both "the werks with
wrong political approaches and the tendency towards so-called 'poster and slogan style'
which is correct only in political approach but lacks artistic power.” (5) This is
intended to resolve the contradiction between politics and art and achieve unity of
politics and art. -

2. How to resolve the contradiction between redness and
proficiency and achjeve both redness and proficiency. .

Comrade Yao Powmno tokes the view that sinee the contradiction petween redness and
proficiency is "a contradiction with identity as its principal feature,” to resolve 1t,
i1t is not necessary for the two contradictory aspects to conduct a tit-for-tat.and
1ife-and-death struggle againat each other" and that-the result of struggle of opposites
is not overcoming of one aspect by the other but "should be combination, unity,
conneetion and 'uniting into one' of the two aspects.” Is that really the casel
In our opinion, whether 1% is necessary to "conduct & 1ife-nnd-death struggle” to resolve
the contradiction iz a question of the form of struggle between opposites. Chelrman
Moo said: "Contradiction and struggle are universal and absolute but- the method of
resolving the contradictlon, i.e., the form of gtruggle, varies with contradictions
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different in character.” (6) A 1ife-azpd-death struggle is a form of struggle of.
antagonistic contradictions; the opposite is a form of struggle of non-antagonistic
contradictions. It has nothing to do with the question whether the contradiction
jnvolved is "ome with identity as its principal feature" or "ope with struggie as its
principal feature.”" This is the first point. The second point is that we consider

it very important to copbine redness and proficiency and our aim of resolving the

contradiction between redness snd proficiency 13 to achieve Both redness and proficiency
and to combine redness and proficiency. But like all other'contradictions the con-

x tradiction between redness and proficiency must be resolved through a tit-for-tat

struggle of the two aspects of contradiction, by overcoming one aspect with the other,
and not by way of “uniting two into one." As mentioned abovey the contradiction between
redness apd proficiency during the soclalist period is mainly a mapifestation of the
class contradiction tetween the proletariat and the bourgeoisie. Therefore, to resolve
the contradiction between redness and proficiency, we mst conduct a class struggle

to "promote the proletarian and destroy the pourgecis,” use the proletarian thought

to overcome the bourgeols thought, uae redneas to set proficiency in motion, and cambine
redness and proficiency. After 1iveration, we have conducted tit-for-tat and repeated
struggles against the pourgeoisie in order to place professions under the proletarian
command, train red and proficient personnel and overcome separation of redness and
sroficlency. For example, we have gradually transTormed sclence and culture accordins
to the socialist principle and used the cultural superiority of the proletariat to
overcome the forze of the exploiting class in the scientific and culfural fields. In
educational undertakings, we have carried cut the educational policy of the Party,
developed the work-study snd rarming-study system of education, used the educational
system of the proletariat to overcome the educational system of the bourgeoisie and
taken steps to eliminate the differences between manual 1abor and mental labor,
betweenworkers and peasanis and petween town and country. A1] this hap given a strong
jmpetus to the growth of the red and proficlent forces. Turther, among the intellectuals
we have conslstently persisted in the jdeolopgical struggle to "promote the proletarian
and destry the bourgeois” und opposed the rosd traversed by bourgeols intellectunls
who are professionally proficlent but politically not red. Meanwhile, we have taken
care to overcome The tendency toward 'rednesa but no proficiency,’ that was once
manifested by some people. In this way, many people have gained a clear understanding
about the direction of redness and proficiency, and gradually embarked upon the red
and proficient road. Further, io the profesaional field we also conducted a struggle
between the proletarian,outlook on the world and the bourgeols outlook on the world,
helped the intellectuals to study Marxist philosophy and Chairman Mao's works,te

use the proletarien gutlook on the world to direct their professionﬂl-prabtice and

to overcome ithe influence of the bourgeols idealist view of the world, and used

the policy of integrating theory with practice to overcome the tendency of separating
theory from practice, thereby enabling them to schieve Tedness and proficiency in

a better way. Is it mot clear that resolving the contradiction between redness and
proficiency and achieving both redness and proficlency is a ktruggle .to "promote the
proletarian and destroy the pourgeoisie" and to overcome one aspect of contradiction
by the other? . :

Probably Comrade Yac Po-mac will say that the contradiction we have in mind
is one between 'redness and proficiency’ and 'proficiency but no redness,' or 'redness
but no proficiency' and one between 'redness' and, 'ne redness’ and that this is "pegide’
the point." As mentioned above, the socialist society objectively demands both redness
and proficiency and a combination of redness and proficiency but separation of rednese
and proficiency isrbrought about mainly by the class system. This belng 8o, the
contradiction between redness and proficlency must be resolved by overcaming the
separation of redness and proficlency and by corbining rednees and proficlency, that is,
by overcoming 'proficiency but no redness’ or rredness but no proficiency’ with 'both
redness and proficiency.’ How can the resolution of the contradiction between rédness
and proficiency and the resolution of the contradiction between 'both redness and
proficiency' and ‘proficlency it no rednesa' or 'redness but no proficiemcy' be
regarded as two entirely aifferent things? Comrade Yao Po-mao cuts apart the con-
tradiction between redness and proficlency and the contradietion between 'redness' and
'no redness.' In the contradiction between redness and proficiency, redmess 1a the

M .‘/
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prineipal aspect of the contradickion and is the commander and soul. of proficiency;
when the contradiction between redness and proficiency is developed and intensified,
there will be only proficiency and no redness. Therefore, this contradiction between
redness and proficlency cannot be resolved without involving the questioh of redness;
a struggle to "promote the proletarian and destroy the bourgeoisie” must be conducted
before both redness and proficlency can be achieved. Cofiversely, if the struggle to
“promote the proletarian and destroy the bourgeois" is given up, and if the contradie-
tion between 'redness' and 'no redness' 1s not regolved, then the political bearings
will be loat, proficiency will not be mble to serve proletarian politics, and
professional development will be congiderably restricted, in which case it will be
impossible to achieve both redness and proficiency. This may be clearly seen from
some sbtudents who have graduated from the institutes of higher learning. There are
students wip persist in ideological remolding. After graduation, they take up work
posts. As they are able to serve the people with all their hearts, go into the thiek
of productlion practice and form one with workers and peasants, their proficiency can
be brought into full play and they are able to achieve high success in their work

and to grow up socn politically and professionally. On the other hand, there are some
students who studied hard in school but who slackened ideological remolding and received
serious effects from bourgeois thought; after graduation, they do hot rest content with
their work and they separate themselves from production practice and from the worker
and peasant masses; because of this, their proficiency cannot be brought into full
play and they are unable to achieve botk redness and proficiency. Iz 1t not very
clear that to resolve the contradiction hetween redness and proficiency and to achieve
redness and proficiency is closely bound up with resolving the contradiction between
‘redness' and 'no redness'? Comrade Yauo Po-mao talks ‘about the contradiction between
redness and proficiency apart from the concrete problems in real life, and says that
the eontradiction between redness and proficlency should he resolved by "combining
two into cne.” This is really a case of "talking beside the point."

3. The unity of redness and proficiency is relative and their
strupgle ig absolute

Chairman Mac said: "Tne unity of opposites is conditional, temporary and transitional
and, consequently, is relative while the struggle of opposites 1s avsolute.” (7) This
fundamental principle underlying dislectics is applicable to the contradiction between
redness and proficiency. We meintain that 1f correct political bearings are maintained
and profession and technique are gtudied earnestly, basic unity of redness and pro-
ficiency can be achieved. Put this unity is conditional, temporary; when conditions
have changed, unity will become disunity and a new unity has to be achieved through
struggle. For instance, in the cese of many of our veteran cadres who had long been
tested in revolutionary wars, redness and prof{ciency were basically united. - After
the victory of revolutlon, as Chalrman Moo sald, "Serious tasks of economic construc-
tiof confront us. Some of the things familiar to us will scon be set aslde while
things unfamillar to us are being forced on us." (8) At the start, these comrades who
were transferred to prsts of economic conetruction which were unfamiliar to them were
not versed in their professions, and the unity of redness and proficlency was changed
into o disunity. They were required to study their tradesrin a revolutionary spirit
and to achieve unity of redness and proficiency under new conditions. Further, when
our country entered from the pericd of demoeratic revolution into-the period of sociallst
revolution and when the socialist revolution was being deepened, people's past poli-
tical training and experience were inadequate to meet the current situations and the
unity of redness and proficiency wes turned irto a_disuni%y, making it neceasary for
people to study anew Marxism-Leninism and Chairman Maoc's works, throw themselves into
the socislist revolution and struggle and dchieve new unity of redness and proficiency.
Dwelling on the contradiction between social production and social needs in the na-
tional economy, Chalrman Mao said: "By balance we mean a tempordry,, relative unity
of opposites. By the end of ‘each year, such a balance, taken as a whole, is upset
by the struggle of opposites, the unlty achieved undergoes a change, balance becomes
imbalence, unlty becomez disunity, and once agein it 1s necessary to work out a halance
and unity for the next year," "Contradictionsz arise continually and are combtinually
resolved -- this is the dialectical law of the development of things." (9) In our
opinion, this is also the case with the movement of contradiction between redness and

Tl
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 One of.the important reasons for the wrong views held by Comrade Yao Po-mad ‘1g that
. his method of research is divorced from reality and that 'e:"aaﬁﬁié'ﬂ"-iﬁ"'tﬁé'i'niiéfﬁ!:&b’f"'-t
abstract conception. Chairman Mao.said: "The contradiction we liave in mind is real, -
concrete contradiction, ATty

_ while the mutual transformation of contradictions glgo 1e
- and conerete. ' (10) Yet

‘Comrade Yao Péépap_'i'sﬁuteg the c¢ontradiction betwe ‘redny
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and proficlency from the reality of social clags struggle, abstracts redness and
proficiency into two conceptlons gevoid of content, and then studies the contradic-
tion between these two conceptions, He seems to think that nedneas means absolute
redness snd proficlency means absolute proficliency. - In factY there iz no such thing
as absolute redness nor absolute proficiency in. real life. cause of this, he na-
turally loses sight of the struggle between redness and proficlency in real life,
loses sight of the class content of the contradiction betwepn redness and proficiency,
and loses sight of the complicated circumstances in which one aspect overcomes the
other through struggle. This method of research 15 one divorced from reallity and of
dabbling in abstract conception. IT such a method of research is used, the law of
unity of opposites cannot be correctly applied in analyzing conerete contradictions
and theoretically errors will be committed. R

The present polemics between "31vide oneé into two" and "eombine two into one
ig & struggle between the proletarian outlook on the world and the bourgeols outlook
on the world. Comrade Yang Hsien-chne's theory of "oombining two into one" 1s opposed
to materialistic dislectics and Chalrman Mao's' philosophical thinking. In these po-
lemics, Comrade Yao Po-mao in a seemingly palanced and fair manner tries to bring .
together, through his concocted classification of contrgdictions, two fundsmentally !
opposed outlooks on the world, 1.e., "dlvide one into two" and "combine two into one.”
Outwardly he seems to wake an all-round observation of probleﬁs but actually he applies
eclectic tactics in negating "divide one into two," denying that the law of unity of
opposites 1is a universal law of the objective things and defending Comrade Yang Hsien-
chen's "combine two into one" theory We must resolutely oppose Comrade Yang Hsien-
chen's "combine two into one" theory as well as varlous Tiews defending it, and
safeguard revolutionary materialistic Ainlectics. :
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