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COMMUNIST THEORY

Why Does Comrade Yang H51en-chen Oppose Having Theory
Serve Politics? . =

by

HglehFangchm(rf/g‘j'%— ;E*g

Hsu Keng-sheng —'?’y

(Peking Jen-min Jin-psc Nov. 9, 196L)

"Theoretical study cannot serve politics™ - this is one of Comrade Yang
Iisien-chen's absurd views. This view is extremely ludlcrous in theory, very harm-
ful in practice, and utterly reactionary politically. This is because it basically
distorts the true reletionship between theory and politics and is e deliberate
muddying of the water >, 80 that theory may be prevented from serving proletaz‘ian

politics but that his "theory"” may serve the bourgeoisie.

What is a theory? \{a*x:.sm—Lem.msm is a theory created by Marx, Engels,
Lenin, and Stelin .on the basis of reality; 1t is a general conclusion' drawn frcm
the reslities of history and of revolution.” (Selected Works of Mao Tse-tung, -
Vol. ITI, p. 816) This theory "is no dogma but a guide to action." (Selected Works -
of Mao Tse-tung, Vol. III, p..822) _ ‘ ik

What is politics? Politics is a concentrated expr ession of economy a.nd also
clags relations and class struggle. Prcletarian polities means revolution; 3t- un:l'bes 3
the people to seize politicel power and, haeving done so, conbtinues. to unite them ™ i
in ecarrying out socialist transformation and socialist construction with the ultimate
object of abolishing classes and building commtm..sm. i P

is that theory must serve class struggle, that-is, Politics.'s "The pripcipa.l de
done by Marx and Engels," says Lenin, "is their identification of socialis €
the Workers movement. The revolutionary theory which they forunde ‘expla:[
necessity of this union and points out that the task of socialists is to-organi?
the c"ass struggle of the proleta.riat." CConecteﬁ Worka o :

WO’“kJ of Lenin. Vol. IIXIV, D 361
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But ,4ccnpletc]y ignoring the above-mentioned Marxist-Leninist principles,
Comradc Yang Hsien-chen talks volubly about his absurd view that "theory cannot

scrve polities,”

Lot ue examine what this absurld views means.

I, He neys that theoretical sindy cannot serve contemporary politics, believing

;hnt the slogan - "Fight while you study, and study while you fight" - is wrong, and
hat to learn whet you are doing now is in a certain sense pragmatism.

2. He says that the Highe: Party Scheol should serve as a rear area on the
theoretical front, that we wust not make it a regular practice o have theory serve
politiecs, and that the study of theory also involves the question of serving
treovetizal rescovch itself.

3. He believes that no rectificetion campaign should be. permitted in the i
Party school.

Cen such an absuxrd view stend on its feet?

If the slagan - "Fight while you study, and study while you fight" - is wrong,,
shenld we have the slogan - "Don't fight while you study, and you can't study while
you fight"? Lock st all the works written by Merx, Engels, Lenin, Stalin, and
Ccarade ilec Tse-tung, which one of them was not writien in the midst of combat?

These great revolutionery me=ntors never studied theory in isolation from struggle;

but, on the basis of the urgent reeds of revolutionary struggle, they wrote one great !
theorctical work after ancther. Ard it is .exactly because these immortal classic '
wo;ks were béra arid '*rLérlP, were wiritten for the sake of struggle, and were closely

lated to acluel struggle that they reflected actusl struggle most profoundly and

turn played a great, guiding role in it.
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To iink theoretical ctudies closely with the current actual struggle is also
a means of overcoming dogratisw and preventing the study of Marxism-Leninism
statically und in isolation. So that theoretical studies may not be divorced fram
central vork, both cadres and students of the Party School, particularly those comrades
who are oxolu51velv engeged in theoretical work; must regulerly and “systematically
participate in centrel work apdmust constantly study the various important resolu-
tions and documents of the Party Cewtral Committec, which'serve as the most powerful
weapon with which to epuly Marxism-Leninism and the thought of Mao Tse-tung in
analyzing the current situaticn and unraveling current contradictlons and. problems.
Through cerious study <f these resolutions ard documents it will. be possible, to learn
to apply “he basic principles of Marxism-Leninism in correctly analyzing and dealing |
wita th major rroblams concerning revolution and sociaslist construction et ‘home !
and abroad, and in correctly implementing the Party's policies and establishing a
fine Marxicst-Lepinist style of work which integrates theory with reality. This is
entirely necessury ond is compabtible with the spirit. of Comrade Mao Tse-tung's .
~xaoztatlon that "comrades of our Party school sheuld not. regard Merxist. theory as
2 rigid dogqa. Shey must master it and apply it, the purpose of its mastery being
1ts agnllca ion." (Belected Works of Mao Tse- tung, Vol. IIT, p. 817)" "It may: ‘e ‘eeked
that if theoretical stuvdies a% the Higher Party School are divorced from.the Party's
central work end ficm the current resslutions and documents;of the Party Central.. T
Committec. would %his nor cause “hecroticel studies to bel divo ed frum Party,¢eadership .
23 well? : it k

Does Qorralde Yany Iisien-chen, in "mearin@ the u01rﬂ~t ncademic sfyle propounded
vy Comrede o wAn-ding as "gungmatism,' mot openly end-audacliously stand wp against
tha Party, the Varty Central Committue, and Chairmu Mao?  Anfone with littletgommon

Sceay k20w then prL«natism is the world outlook of the modern, rgact q geo

fire. Obviously, Comrade 1&n3 ‘Hsien-chen has his own politic&l axe
to secparate theory from the central work of the Party and turn it in L
so that he may use it to serve his reactionary politics.u Even
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of the.personnl history of Comrade Yang Hsicn-chen would show that he is no "superman'
who 15 not concerned with politics, but that he does pay very close attention to
taking advantoage of every key politieal moment to attack the Party. What he thinks
“is useful - be it true or false - he makes usec of and draws a prepcsterous conclusion
which 18 eatirely inconsistent with reality, in order to oppose truth., It is crystal
clear that it is Comrade Yang Hsien-chen, and no onc else, who is & true pragmatist.

If we say that "nav1ng theory serve politics must not be regarded as a regular
" proctice of theoretical work” and that "the study of theory also involves the
question of serving theoretical research itself,” can it be that the regular practice
. of thcoretical research is to stay out of Oolltﬂcal struggle and to do theoretical
research Tor its own saéke? But let us compare this with Comrade Mao Tse-tung's
instruction! In the article "Reform Our Study," Comrade Mao Tse-tung says: "As to
céucation for cadres on the job and cadres' training schocls, we should meke it a
central task to study the practical problems of the Chinese revolution under “the
¢guidance of the basic principles of Marxism-Leninism. We should do away with the
method of studying Marxism-Leninism staticelly and in isolation.”™ (Selected Works of
Mao Tse-tung, Vol. III, p. 803) Wnile Comrade Mao Tse-tung says that the study of
the practical problems of the Chinese revolution should be made a central task,
Comrade Yang Hsien-chen says that having theory serve politics must not be regarded
as a regular practice. Ccmrade Mao Tse-tung says that the method: of studying Marxism-
Leninism staticelly and in isolation must be done away-with, yet Comrade Yang Hsien-
chen contends that the study of theory also involves the question of serving theore-
tical research itself. Are they not exactly antithetical to each other?

A rectification campaign is a general Marxist education movement when the
whole Party, through criticism and self-criticism, studies Marxism and adjusts its
style of thinking end style of work. As practice-shows, this is a practical and
effective method of study, a method thet applies equally to the Party school. If
we 58y that no rectification campaign should be permitted in the Party school, does
it mean that the report "Adjust the Party's Style of Work" which Comrade Mao Tse-tung
made at the Central Party School in Yenan on February 1, 1942, was also wrong?

The rectification campaign carried out at that time was an ideological revolution

of the Party, a great campaign of historical significance for reciifying the ideas

of cadres and Party members and changing their style of work. As experience proves,
theoreticel studies must be linked with rectification drives. Self-education along
Marxist-Leninist lines through adjustment of the style of thinking of the students is
an important method for persevering in the principle of combining theory with practice.
For this rcason, in the course of, study, we must set aside a perlod of time for carry-
ing out a rectification campaign. Only in this way shall we be able to'link our
cognition of the world and the transformation of it; and only in this way can we

link the transformation of the objective world with that of the subjective world.

In addition to openly opposing the rectification campaign on many occasions,
Comrade Yang Hsien-chen, in order to deceive the Party and the . masses, has from time
to time talled with afPected scriousness about rectification campaigns. - But he ‘doés
not genuinely propagandize the rectificetion cempaigns of the Party. Instead, in the
name of rectification cempaigns, he slanders the Party Central Ccmmittee .and Comrade
Mso Tse-tung, tries to sell his anti-Marxist viewpoint, and carries out sectarian
activities. It can thus be seen that he is well adept at. opposing correct ideas and
attacking the right style of work through the camouflage of rectificatibn'campaigns. :

In short, in opposing theory's serving politics, Comrade Yhng Hsien—cbeq e
opposes its SCrv1ng prolstarian politics. Instead he wants to use "theory™ to .-

serve bourgeois polities. Inr order to uphold f;rmly the union of theory with. reality
and the adoption of an educational policy guided by the thought of Map Tse-tung,
it is necessary .to. remove, with resolution and thoroughness, all the influences'

spread by Comrade Yeng Hsien- chen._. - . - :v!'”';:k




