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Over the past year since the basic wanimity reached among the majority
of camadas concerniog the guesticn of Widentity of thinking and being?, Chinafs
pdloscphers have gone a gbep further and discussed a series of guestions like
fthe 1dentity of erroneous thinking and being, "whebher there is identiby in
ihe statc of gualitative change®, Mihe relationship between struggle and Jden~
i3, “the motive power behlnd devel opment of things', "tho gbruggls and iden-
tity of idealism and materialisn®, etc. It will be seen that the Focal poind

1 of the question still lies dn the undersbanding and application of the law for

ty of opposites, particularly the understanding and appliecation of the

1 concept of identity of contradiciions. Herein 1ie many divergencies of opinioite

There is nothing strange in sush controversies arising fran the theory
of identity of contradictions. Nething in the concept of dialscbics has svel
been 8o frequently distorted and misunderstood as Midentityi’, I therolore wigh
0 express my views, faom the anfle of msthodolopy, on the gquestion of undum-

4 gtanding and applying the cancept of identity. -

1. Jnbter-dependence

11 seclentific concepts, cabegorles, laws and vrinciples are reflections
in our mind of the objective reality. This peflection is brought aboubl by

"ahstraction of knowledze. One characteristic of philosophical concept and

principle consists in the extrems degree of their universality and genera Ange
tin. Morxist philosophy is not a direct peneralization of the varticular
experience in life tut a gumming=up of the experience of mankind in production
struggle and class struggle. Moreover, this highest summing~up is achieved by
generalizing all the results of natural sclence and soclal sclence. That 1s
why 7. Engels rated philosophy as an "ideology reaching high up to the sky."
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T4 s precisely because of this that in applying the philosophical concept and
principle for explaining a certain concrete problen wemust make concrete and
analysis. Facts are always far more campiicated than principles, and phsnorena
are alveys nmch richer than lawse While observing Marwist-Leninist formulas wWe
mey not rzidiy apply these forgivlas bub must pay abttention to the thougand and
cne enperiences of the same law in reallby and flexdbly apply the formilas.

As we know, identity means, among other things, inter=-dependance of hobh
agperts of a contradiction. This appears to be very simple bub actually is not
simple. Let me cite an example to explain this. In an article a writer advaives
thilg theory: Aif Marddst philosophy and Hepelianism are regarded as two oppeosilcs §
in 5 undified body, then it may be sald that "without Marxist philosophy thera
would have been no Hegelianism or without Hegelianlem thave would have been no
Merxist philosophy. (“The Question of Identity of Tdealism and Maberialis:¥
by I&w Fang=ttung published In Kvang-ming Jih-pao of January 13.) How coul’
sush a bheory that is devold of common sense be advanced? Frobably the writer
veagsons this way: according to the law for unity of opposites, Lhe two zgpecia
of a contradiciion ave inbteredependent and there cannot be one without the
cther; uow that Hegelianiem and Marxist philosophy are two antagonistic aspecis,
net only would there have been no Marxist phllosophy without Hegelianism bub
alao there would have been no Hegeliamiem without Marzist philosophye

This is to procesd from theory instead of facts and to make fachs gt
the theory instead of the other way round.

Of cowrse, abt the first sicht the thecry here is in confliict with fact:
accoiding to theory, the two aspects of a contradiction are inter-dependent;
according o fach, Hegelianism is not dependent upon Marxist philescphy fe
Hegeidanism had existed before Marxist philoscphy came intc being. What is to
be done? Fact cannot be revised. But there is nothing wrong with the theory.
The traible is that conerete combradiction is not analyzed in a concrete way
ané that "the concrete positions of varicus aspects of a contradiction and the
contradiztory and concrete inter-relations” are not understood. {"On Contradics
tion") The relation between Marxist philosophy and Hegeliznian is one of cri~
tical inheritance and sdentific transformation., Marxist philosophy is the
glds that criticizes, inherits and transforms Hegelianism. Hegeliandsi is the
side that is criticized, inherited and transformed. Such are the concirebe
poslidions of both aspects and their concrete relations in a contradiction. Thus,
here the meaming of inter-dependence of both agpects of a contradiction is merely
this: without a critic, there will be nc side that is criticized; without an
inheritcr, there can be no side that is inherited; without the side thab
transforms, there will be no side that is transformed, Bubt by no meens can it
be said that without Marxist philosophy there would have been no Hepelianist.
Hegelianism is the object of actual critigue and inheritance and of sclentilic
transformation and is inseparable from Mardst philosophy; as Hegelian phiiogo=
phy and the thought of idealist dialectics that came into being in Gsrmany in
the 18th and 19th centuries, Hegelianiosm was not conditioned by Marxist philcsom
vhy. (Of course, the genesis of Hegelianism had its own conditions.) Thus,
the error lies not in the theory (inter-dependence of opposites) itself but in
i1ts mechanical applicabion by the writer.

The abowe example is of course a striking one, bubt thls phencmenon of
wnechanical application™ is not an isolated cme. It is a simplified understand-
ing of ™inter-dependence™. ©One who bases himself on such gimplified understand=
ing may apply the theory of identity of cortradictions as he pleases but is very
like to throw away this theory. 4s scon as it occurs to him that one aspect of
a combradiction does not seem to depend on the other aspect, he will deny the
identity of the two. It will be remenbered that in ocur aiscussion of the ques-
tion of Mdentity of thinking and being", one reason cited by those ccmrades who
deny the identity of thinkdng and being is that "being is primary and thinking
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seccndary.®  In their opinion, resognition of the identity of thinking and being
gizrd £z s not only a recognition that thinkdng is dependent on being and there

cah be ro thinking withcut being but also a recogdtion that being is dependent

o thiriing and withouvk thinking there can Le no being. If so, can a dividing
Jing »o dvawn against the "theory of cocrdination of principlest? They lose oighi
f the complex relations between thinking and beinge They fail to sce that while,
generlly epeaking, being 1s not dependent on thinking, Leing, as an objiech of
lnowledge and transformation, is conditional upon the emergence of inmtelligent

man and, agpart from mants purposeful sctivities, the "sscond nature” inprinted
with mants intelligence and will camnot be explained. The crux of the matter

ligs in concrete analysis of concrete circunstances under the guidance of the
general principles of Marxdism and in respect for facts while not abandoning

- the gencral principles of Marxlsm.

2. Mutual Transformation

Another meaning of identity is mutual tpansformation of the two aspesis
of o contpadiction. This mutual transformation 1g diverse in form and characoels
it tiues, the main pesibims arc transformed. At others, the character is
tpansf~rmed. As still others, bath the main poegitions and the cheracter are
traneformed., Bub at present we find this interpretation of iderbily: the trong=
forsk lon of both sides of a contradiction is merely a transformation of posi=
tions; it is Wscphistry" Yo suggest that one side of a comtradiction can be
tranzforned into the other in character:

#7f is not dialectics but sophistry to understand matual
transFomation of opposites in things as transfornztion of side &

1o side B and side B into side 4, with its ideclogical root in

mebaphysics. Such an wnderstanding will not only exclude the

poazibility of any development of things and lead to a circulation
theory but will confuse the charactor of both agpects of a contra-

dlction and arrive ab the wrong conclusion that Loth aspects of a

contradiction have their common charactor.” ("The Sbrugele and

Tpansformation of Mateorialism and Idealism™ Ly Tvang Yi-chdeh -

Cig-hgueh Jen-chiu, let issue of 1961)

This is not a peculiar view held by a certain perscn, beczuge such a
thesis has also appeared in articles written Ly other comrades. Thls (¥ ataterd
it be rogarded as a fundamental quastion. Qualitative change ig one of the
vasic concepts of dialects. And so~called qualitative change refers precisely
to the transformation of the character of a thing into the opposite and ivs
change intc another thing. To deny thisis to deny the whole of dialectics.

The transformabion of one aspect of a contradiction into ancther aspect is a
widespread phencmenon that can be obaerved everywhere in real life. remples

in classic writings are too numerous to cite. Won Contradictiony says: "The
lend=owning Landlord class is transformed into a class deprived of 1ts land,
while the peasants, once deprived of their Land, transform themselves into emall
holders of land. The haves and have-nobs, gains and losses, are i nbsr-cornechbed
vecauze of cerbain conditions; there is jdentity between the two sides. Under
socialism, the system of the peasants? private owmership will in tuin be transe
formed into public ownership of socialist agriculturcsssess Bebwoen private
property and public property there is a bridee leading from the cne to the

¢ther, which in philosophy is callea idemtity, or mubtual transformtion, or
irter-permeation.” Is not the transformation of landless peasants into amall
helders of land cr the transformation of private ownership into public cwnership
a qualitative transformation of ome aspect of contradiction into the other
aspect? Further, we 21l know that under given conditions truth may be trans-—
formed into error, bad things into good things, failure into success, poverty
into affluence, death into life, war into pPeace seesse DO Wo have to go on
eiting examples? What we want to add is this: all the transformtions men~
tioned above may take place in an opposite direction.
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An a metter of fach, transfomation of position and transformation of
character cannob be divided in every case.: The proletariat is translormed from
the neoreprincipal aspect into the principal aspect of a contradictiion and the
bourrcoisie is transformed fran the principal aspect to non=-principal aspect of
A cemvendlichions this is a transformation of ‘position bub,on the cther Land,
the transformation of the proletariat frem the ruled class into the ruling
elass ard the transformation of the hourgeoisie from the ruling class into the
yulad ciags cannot bub be regarded as a bransformation of character. Having
seized political power and exercising comtrol, through the State, all the
socialich means of production, the proletarist is no longer a proletariat in
the ¢ld sense of capitalism - those who have nothing at all.

To deny transformation of character is not dislectics bubt preclsely a
metophyaical conceptdon of development: development as a decroase or incranse
in quantity or as a displacanent in space, which was criticized in Chapter I of
“On Contradiction®.

Thege eorrades maintain that recognition of identity will Yeonfuse the
characher of both aspects of contradiction.” This exposes a knot in their
thoushb. They always hold that recognition of the jnter-permestion and mutuval
transforastion will lead to a recenciliabion of contradiction and will blur
the principled boundary between both aspects. They seem to thiak that, if a
line of demarcation is %o be drawn apainst idealism, any of ite common connel-
tions with materialism carmot be recognized and that recopnition of the identliy
of idenlien and materialism gignifies an impossibility of fimm strugple against
ideniism. To tell the truth, this is sbill mebaphysical thinking: there is no
antagonisa where there is identity, and no identity where there ig antagonisia.
Wo might furnish ancther proof: A comrade who sees ne commen thing thab can be
Lorrowed bebween 1dealism and materialism maintaing in the same artlcle that
aubiockive idealism and objective idealism are not oppesites argl that thelr
murtual transformetion is a "bransfomation of non-cpposites. ("The Strugele
and Tdcbity of Materialism and idealism® by Chu Yen-che published in Kuang-ming
Jihrpao of February 3, 1961) This is an example of ueing the antagonism betwoen
ideniism and materialism for denying their identity and using the identity of
subjective idealism and objective idealism for obliterating their antaponisnis

Tet us see to what an error denial of the identity of jdealism and
materialion will lead us. In the above article the writer asserts that it is
wrong to understand inter-dependence as mutual inheritance and to think that

there is 2 thing in common that can be borrowed between subjective idealism and
objecbive idealism.

The writer intends to refute eclecticism but does so from the gtandpoint
of mechanicalism. In doing so he sinks into another extreme. So long as we
assumz a really objective attitude toward facts in the history of philosophy, we
cennot deny that between idealism and materdalism there may be common objects of
study, comnon problems and common rmaterisls. Feor ingtance, nons can evade the
fundemertal question of philosophy. Some idealists subjectively want to evade
this questicn bub actually still have to answer this question one way or the
cther. It ia precisely because of conbrary answers to the fundamertal guestion
of philosophy that a tit-for-tat acube struggle takes place between idealisnm
and maberialism, Otherwise, if you say one thing and I say another, there will
be no cauge for any struggle. That idealists and materialists eritically draw
en certain things in the system of each other is also a thing commonly witnessed
in the history of philosophy. Of course, idealiem and materialisn cannot inherit
the fundamental viewpoint from each other but many ideclogical materials can be
borrowed, abserbed and inherited from each other under glve conditions. Fhilo-
sophy has a class character but also bears an inheritable character. Marxlst
philosophy eritically inherits German classic philosophy. Engels said: "ie
Germany sociallsts take pride not only in inheriting frem Saint Simon, Fourler
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and Cwenn bubt also in inheriting from Kant, Flehte and Hegel.® This inheritance

ta fundamentally different from the reconciliation of two antagonistic systems -
mterisitom and idealiem. Inasmuch as motual irheritanse is a fact, how can 2%

be exprained if not by the identldy of contradiction? -

Will, then, recogrdtion of mubual tran.ﬂforrra‘ci.on of both aspecta of &
contradiction "confuse the characher of both aspects of contradiction’? and Wioed
to o circulabion theoryt? :

There is a qualitatdve wrundary between different things and between Wi
stdos of a thinge DBut this boundary is nob rigid and unchangeable. Engels oana
said: #Dialoctics knows of no absolute and fixed boundary.” ("Dialectics of
ebure® ). According to Lenin, dialcetics is precisely intended to study by
mets rind shouid not regard these opposites as lifeless and fized things bl
a5 Yvcly, conditional, changeable and mubually transformable blings.”
{("Prilogophiieal Notes"). To obliterate the boundary bebween oppogites 38
sophistay but to regard this bourdary as lifeless is netaphraics, To recogniss
this bovndary and the qualitative distinction between the antagonisbic agpecls
ard to recognize their mutual dependence, mutual permeation, mubtual transition
and musual fronsformation = such is Marxist dlalectics. '

Few can Pratusl transformation® lead to Medroulatdon®? Obviously this in
dus L this misinterpretation: Tnasmuch as it iz "mubual transformation®, gide A
W10 coptainiy be transformed into side B, side B will be tronsiormed inbto side A,
ard again side A will be transformed spto slde B and side B wiil be brangformed
inbG 9108 B ecseses L7 i% is interpreted this way, then mutval tronsforranicn
s irdeed 1ike what Comrade Tang Yi-chish says: WIhe opposites will forever
transform thauselves” and cannot escape from the cyclo of ¥ siroulationft

Wo are advocabes of the theory of development and not the theory of
drevlation. We renccgnize that things arc developing in a forward direction and
noh in o cirele. But the development recognized by us is not a straight~line
development but a wave-like progress and a spirel rise. For example, "struggle,
failuwa, tore struggle, more failure and still more struggle until vichory is
the logic of the revoluticnary pecple. Before vinming the uitimate viehory,
partial. victory and partial failure always alternate witih: sach other but thinga
do nck ¥forover move within a circlef, Although things repeat themselveg some-
times, the strength of revelution cn the whole s gebting greater and tie
strenith of counber-revolution on the whole is getting weaker. This prepares
contitions for an ultimate decisive victory.

The copitalist society and the socialist socioty are anbagonistic things
it the socialist socieby is a transformntion of the capitalist socieby. Will
s socialigt society then be transformed onece again into o capitalist society?
No. Bubt under specisl conditions there is o possibility of capltalish cone-
back. The cuestion lies in the conditions. When the ers of "Oreat llaruony™
avrives in the future, there will be no possibility of capltalist comeback bas-
cause there will be no condition for capitalist comeback. Does this mean thatb
matual transformation” is wrong? The trouble does not lie in the theory bub
in our fallure 4o make a conerete analysis. "On Contradiction® rapeatedly
stresses that identity of contradiction is relative and rmutual transformation

is conditicnal. If we forget this point, how can we say the theory of mutual
transformation is wrong?

3. Cencrebe Tdentity

Tnagnuch as the categories and corcepbs in philosophy have their high
degree of universality and generalization, they carmot but be distinguished from
concepts in everyday life and concepts of various sciences though the distine~
tion does not do away with the connections between them. The same term is
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applicd Zn a narrbw sense An everyday life and other branches of science bub
often seuuires a broader meaning in philoscphy. For lnstance, gowcalled "moblion®
in cynanics refers to movement {1 gpace -and change of pogition, bub if it is
nderatood, in such a narrow sensge in philoadphy it would mean a meahonical viewe
poiri. cobion as understood in dialectics refers to all changes in the wniverse,
tndiuiing the devalopment of gociety and the proceas of thinking. Comradss who
make an slenentary study of philosophy often ask this question: Waber henbed
bteccmes shean bub its chamleal corposition remains wichanged - Hy O« Why is 5
enid bhat guantitative change glves risc to gualitative change? They do niot
understand that when waber is changed into stsam its chemical property is not
changad but its physical property is changed. The philosophical concept of
Waqality? may not be understood as a chamicel property. The philosophical con-
septs of Vmotion” and Wouality are a suming-up of the concepts of various
epocial forms of mobtion and special quality in the domain of varicus sciences.
Tt i3 somebimes very jmportant to make this distinction. As we know, Maehd 5a;
tdiing advantage of new successcs $n nabural sclence, once cried, iathor has
dizappearedt What has happened? What has disappeared is not matter itself b
the old narrow concept of matter in natural science.

4 parpow and simple undergtanding of ™ contradiction, the basic categmry
of dinloctics, and non-recognition of its rich conbents and thousand and onw
fomas will also cause one to deviate from dislectics and head toward mebaphy3ics.
As we Ymow, this was the error made by the Deberinists who were critleired in
the Soviet Union in the thirties. The Deborinigts held that at a certain stage
of develcpment and between certain stages there may be only difference bub no
contradiction. They maintained that conbradiction did not appear at the begine
nirg ol the process bub would only appear at a certain stage of developrent.

Tn this way, they denied the universality of contradiction, YThls school doss
nos wndorshand that every difference in the world already contains a contracic-
ticn, that difference is corbradiction. There has been contradiction belween
labor and capital ever simce they came into being - only ab first it was not so
imbengificd. Thers is a difference between the workers and the peasanbs even
under the social conditions of the Soviet Unicn, and the difference between then
ig a contradiction but this contradiction will not bocome intensified into arbe-
gondas and will not assume the forn of class strugglesoscses Tiis i3 a quegticn
of diffarence in the character of contradictiong, not a mabter of the presetice
or sbsenee of contradietion.® ("on Corfradictiom™).

Norerecognition of the diversifisd expressions of contradictions will
also lend to ancther ervor, il.e., to regard a special form of gtrugsle as a
universal form of struggle that must be adopted at 211 times and under any
conditions. This is the error made by the 0] oft? dogmatists who identify
struggle of contradictions with antagonlsn and who do not know that “anbagoniam
is only a form but not the only form of all struggles of contradictions and
that this formila may nob be applled overywhere.® ("0n Comtradicticn®). In
for this viewpoint is contrary to the viewpoint that denies the universality
of confradiction. So far as the epigtemologleal root is coneerncd, both of
them sever the general from the particular and universality fron particularity
of contradictions, and are metaphysics.

"Tdentity® is a very broad conecept with rich contents. Under difficuld
conditions, dlassic works used such terms as "identity™, Munibyf, M eoineidence®,
winterpermeationt, winterpenetration®, "interdependence {or inberdependence for
existence), "interconnection™ or #oooperation™ to express this concepts Comrade
Moo Tse=tung in his "€n Contradiction® collected together these different terme
and pointed out that they all referred to "identity'. Why are so many terns
used to express this concept? Tt is only intended to demomstrate the rich
contents of the concept of identity and prevent one from understanding it in
a narrow sense. Meanwhile, we are enabled in different cases to choose the
most appropriate terms to express the meaning more exactly. Not to analyze the
different ccnerete contents of this coneept in relation to concrete problens
mems not to understand the particularity of contradictions.
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Since contradictions are different in a thousand and one ways, thelr

~ strupele and identity are of cowrse diffevent for different contradictlions.

- der is that all. Even in the process of development of the saue cenbradiction

‘ the forms of expression for struggle and identity are changeablc. w0y Conlra~—

- deiion® says: "To understand each of the aspects of a contradiction is to

.. mdorstard the definite position each aspect occuples, the concrete forms in

" uhich it comes into the relation of mutual dependence and contradickion with lts

L opposito, and the conerete means by which it struggles with its oppesite when

- the two are mutually dependent yet contradiclory as well as the time when Uhe

b wiuwl dependence bieaks up. The study of these provlens is a matter of the

- wboost importanices  Lenin vas expressing this very idea when he said that the
mosh esaential thing in Marwism, the living soul of Marxism, is to concretely

¥ analyze concrete conditione.t

Iike the struzgle of contradicbicn which assumes different concurche
forms (such as antagenistic and non-antagonistic forms), the identity of cou
tradiction has different ccnerete forms. Because of this, in arplying the
* eoncept "identity"™ to special courses of study and various conerebe problens
% o oust take spseial care to analyze the coneréte identity of both aspects of

a contrediction. The so-called %concrete identlty®™, in my opinion, may be
wdersteod from three angles. First, "concrebe identity™ is antagonistic to

~ momal Adentity® (or abstract identity)s "Concrete identity" vefers to an

jdentd’ v including difference and antagoniam. Second, Yconercte idertity™ is

- pelatdve to Tragined fdentity®s Tb refers to an idemtity of changes in objec~

¥ iive reality and nob the puerile and fancied identity in onefs mind, Third,

} tooncvete identity’ may be reparded as antagonistic to identity in general. I
¢ refars Lo different forms of {dertity expressed by diffeorent special contradice
tiong. In the words of “On Contradiction™, it refers to the relahiong of inter-

. crnachion, interdependence, and mutual transformation, which ons aspech of a

' eontradiction develops with the other aspect Win a concrete formt under apecial

eomlitions. T may also be called s Uparticularity of conbradicticon in ibs

interconnectiona.

3 There is a perplexing question in the present corbroversy. Quobing what
- ig gaid in "On Contrs diction® - the state of qualitative change is a "decomposi-

§ #Hlon of entdty®, Mudty of opposites is conditional, transitory and relative? -
- gome comvades express bhe opindon that there is only struggle and nc identity

T hen a qualitative change takes place. Obher comrades, quoting "there is

¥ struggle 1o identity" from ®On Contradiction®, held that without identity tliere

X 18 no strugele and consequently identity 4s not transitory. EBach side has 1ts
- hagis at it seems that each gets hold of only one aspect of the matber. '

= The concepb of Yidentity' refers, generally speaking, te all the organic
$ comecticns bebween two aspects. That is to say, as long as both the antagonlsiic
& aspects are nintercornecked, they have an identity. Bub over concirete cbjects
‘¥ =d problems, "identity™ sometines algc refers to certain special reiationg
3 etween the antagonistic aspects. In guch relaticns, the quality of things is
. ab a stage of relative stability and, although a struggle still exists between

$ the cntagonistic aspects excluding each other, it is not so conspicuous and the
stability of quality is not yet disburbed for the time being. This stabe is
" degeribed by %0n Contradiction™ with a series of terms - unity, sclidarity,
matpanation, harmony, balance, stalemate, deadlock, rest, stability, squilibriun,
- poagulation, attraction, etc. Probably controversies in most cases arise from
¥ the fact that they do not undersbtand that widentity® may have such differernt

# moningse To explain this, we might as well eite two examplos.

: Dwelling on the cortradiction betwosn production and ecnsumption, Comrade
o Tse-tung pointed out in his ™On Correct Handling of Contradictions Amcnr

the People® s
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nFor instance, a constant process of readjustiient through gtate
planning is needed to deal with the contradiction between producticn
and the necds of soelehy, which will of course long renain with us.
Trery yeur our connbry draws up an economic plan in an effert to
establish a proper ratlo between accummlation and consumption and
achieve a balance between production and the needs of gociety. By
"balance’ we mean a tempordry, relative undty of oppesites. By
the end of each year, such a balance, takén as a whole, 1s upset
by the struggle of opposites, the uniby achieved undergoes a change,
balencs heccmes imbalance, unilhy becomes disunity, and once again
it 1s nocessary Lo work out a balance and unity for the nezb year,
This is the superior quality of our plarned economy. As a matfer
of faéhb,; this balance and unity is partially upset every month and
avery quarber, and partial readjustments are called for. Somebimes,
because our arrangemernts do not correspond to objective reality,
contradicticns arise and the balance is upset: this is what we call
making a pisteke. Contradictions arise continually and are con-

tinually resolved: this is the dialectical law of the development
of things."

Here, Comrade Mao Taeetung points out that sometimes there is a "disuwnitf |
bebween producticn and consumption. "Disurdty* means "non-ddentiby'.. :

Kavl Marx onee dwelt on the contradicticn between productien and con-
sumpticn too. In the "Freface to Critique of Political Economy™, he plves a
detodled exposition of the Midentity of production and consumptlon™ and points
oub thot without production there is no consumption and, withoub consumption,
there is no production and that the two condition and depends upon each other
but production is the base. Obvicusly, in a soclety production and consumption
are alwoys intercomnected and cannot be separabed. In other words, as two
casential links in the economic life, they have forever an ildentity.

On the face of it, the two theorles seem to be contradictory to each
cther bub a carcful look will show that the vnity of produchion and consumptio
as expounded by Karl Marx refers to their universal connsctions in the eccoomic
1ife ag a whole. 48 to the temporary unity of produckion and censumption men-
ticned by Conrade Mao Tse-tung, it refers not to their general connections bub
4o the ogsbablishment of a certain relation « balance - between them. A4s the
points of cmphasis are different and ag what are referred by the term Pundty are
different, these two theories are not in conflict with each other.

Further, let us look at the conbmdiction between the bourgeoisie and th &
proletarist. Waen the bourgeoisie and the proletariat form a urited front, we :
may regard this united front as an entity. This union is conditicnal. Criticim
and strugele still exlst in the union in the same way as strugele exdats in '
identity. But when the united front is broken, we carmob say that there isno 7§
idantity between the two. The bourgeoisie and the proletariat may not exist in - §
a united front but still cannct bub exist side by side in a gociety., They no
longer have relations of two allied classes in a united front bubt still they
cannob but have relations betwcen two classes in the same socieby. Criticizing
those ccmrades who advocated that language has a class character, GStalin said:
"These comrades identify the antithesis of bourgecis interests and proletarian = -
interests and the fierce class struzgle between them with a complcte split of
society and with severance of all ccnnections between two antagonistic classes."
Stalin poinbed out: HIt is certainly wrong to think that when fierce class
strugsle exists in a society it seems that the scclety is split dnto various
classes which have absclutely no econcmic connections with one ancbher. {n the
contrary, as long as bourgecisie exists, the property owners and those without
property have a thousand and one economic ties between them.'? (FMarxism and
the Iinguistic Problem®).
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Probably the two exomples mentimed above may ghow that the concept

Mdentity® may be appi ad from different angles and have different concrste
wnbenta in different cases. cther, there is no jdentity;

. Viewed from one ano
 deved from another angle, ‘there

18 identity. I think that vhen thls point is
deared up 1t will be casier to take.m clear wiew of such questions as yhethar
thers *e identity™ which

48 now the subject of controversy.

: This is so, for exauple, with the question of {dentity of such aspecis

o combradiction as thinidng and being. When the jdentity of thinking and being
i3 expownded from the angle of the theory that the world ls knowable, it implies
& it shinking and belng can be united on the basis of practice and that man ia

§ o %o know the world correctly and transform the world successfvllye Here
and Magreemerttis When thinlcing

L ndent ity acquires the meaning of Hgccord'

wweehly reflects beings thinking and being preach a transitory, relabive urit
4 fhen thainking ls in errols unity becomes disunity. Here Maccord’ and Magreenan’
4 are the conerebe forms of identity. Tt is in this sense that we say: the umty
(or 1denbity) of thinking and peing is ecanditional, transitory and relative.

Bl can we say hthat when thinking is in error 1t has no connection whatsoave?
dith being? Of cowrse not. Erroneous thinking is algo o reflection - thought a
isted, distorted and one~sided reflecticn. Tts pelation with being is shill
ms between the reflector and the refle

7 cted, Religion, for inatances; 1s a non-
Jgelentific and erroneous ideclogy but as a guperstructure it ig gbill inter-
{ pnodhed with the economic base. A pa

1 rbicular kind of economic base will
| produce a perticular kind of superstructure, and a parbicular kind of super~
| structure will serve a particular kind of econordic base.

Such is the intep
- sonnection between the antagonistic asgpects, and we cannot bub rogard such inber-
 omection as an identity. Erronsous thinking has 1%

g objective cause and basis.
Por instance, ideallisn frequently acecords with the interegts of the reachionary
mling class; hence there ig alsoc an 3dentity between the two,

only an identlty
o a different kinde

1 Criticizing the oplnions of the magazine ngclozhd_en;xe [Id.berati.og] of
% the bourgeois 1iberalists, Lenin said in his "Two Tactics of Social-Demccrats in

§ temocratic Rovolutien" in 1905:

#lhe reader now has before him 511 the essemtial opinions of
ngolozhdenix. s, Tt would, of course, be the greatest mistake o
rogard these opinions as correct in the scnse that they correspond
to the objective truthesessee But it would be an even groater
mistake o forget that in the final analysis these bcurgeoi.s-—distor’bed
which; as a

opinions reflect the real interests of the bourgecisie,
¢lags, undoubbedly understands correctly which trends in Socialw

Democracy are adventageous, close, akin and agreeable, and which
trends are hawmful, digtant, alien and antipathetic to it.H

. This passage is jntended to dissuade us from taking a simplified attitude
- towrd erronecus thoughlts. 411 erronecus thoughts are erroneous because they do
P ot correspond to the objective reality. Tn this special and narrow_senge, ib

' ective being.

my be said that erronsous thoughts have no dentity with the obj

But beyond this 1imit and in a broader and genera.l genga, the errareous thoughts
i1l have identity with the objective reality. This 1g because erroneous
thoughts do not drop from the sky, end 211 ideas and 11lusions, however abgurd,
can find their root and cbjective basls in the real worid. Erronecus thoughbs
do not correspond to the chject to be reflected but may correspond to the class

interests of certain classes. Thig, too, is an jdentity thought of a different

gome comrades maintain that identity of thinking and

ect reflection of being by thinking and that all
ot identity. This is abviously to understand

waceordt, Some comrades, in order to

On this question,
being means merely a cory
. pelations other than this are n
the 1dentity of contradictions as an
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persiat in Lhe theory that there is no identlbv of thinldng and being, simply
do nct identify this identity with the identity of contradictions. These - )
comrades are gtd1l farther fraan the po:!nt. The argument that errcnecus th.mlo.nﬂ ;
and objoctive reali ty carnel constiti¥e a conbradiction can hardly hold water.,
Errcuccus thinking is erroneous in a relative sense both in relation to corract
tioincing and in relation to the objective being. It is erronecus thinking
precisely because 3t does not correspond o the objeckive Leing, And this
also cihows thal erronsous thinking and being are also opposites. Since they
are opposites, thare is a relation of identity vetween them thoush this identlty
is cﬁaeum.al._y different fromtie identity of correct thinking and being.

Does This mean that erroneous thoughts cannot be distinguished fram
gorrect thoughts? T think it dees nob mean that. 4s contrxadicticns are dife-
ferenb, go are the struggle and ddentity of contradictions in each case. I have |
dweld upon the multiple special forms and different concrste meanings of
Tidenbiby®e What I wunt to add here is only this: hot only is identity cliff'efam
in derrees (a8 some comrades have correctly pointed out, Maccord? is different in!
derfrens) tub differemt kinds of identity are different in characher (e.ge, Macent’s
ana Wadanhation®).

fis a principie of materialistic dialectics, the identity of thinking ard
being avquires very wich contents, and we cught to explore and explain it from
all s'des. It includes nob only ddentity of knowledge and ohject but also
fdenbity of thecry and prastice, 1.amn‘b“:'.ty of historical things and logleal things,
and identlty of superstructure and base, etc. As we know, thinking and being
are the broadest thoughi-concepbs, Hence, the concept of identity of thinking
and belng should be able to generalize the intercomnections and inber~
permentions between all mental phenomena and material phencmena. We may
exandne “hele identity in the sanse of Yaccord” and Wagreement™ but we have
no reason to 1imit the identity of thinking and being to this sense.

Ths contradichiory aspects ave conhradictory because they are always
anbagmnistic and united. Without an antagonistic identity or umited antagonigm,
there i3 no contradicbion. If all their cormections are severed and if any
identily between them is denled, then there is no struggle between Hhem and
there is no contradiction. "On Contradiction' says: inder given conditiens, ]
conbradictory things can be unlted and transformed into esach other; withoub this
condition, there is no contra.dJ.ct.Lon, no co-existence and no transformetion’
(Ttaiics mine). "0n Comtradiction® s says furbher: %ill contradictory things
are interconnected, and they not only co-exdst in an entity under certain cone
ditione, tut also transform themselves into each other under certain conditiors -
this is the whole meaning of identity of contradictions.” Flease notethat here
Comrade Moo Tae~bung uses thesge words: Pall contradicktory things are inter-
connected” snd does not say: "interconnected vnder certain conditicns®. Thisdis
because it i3 gelfeexplenatory that having become a contradiction they are
already interconnected under certain conditions. The "interconnecticn® mentioned
here 1s a brcad identityv. This interconnection does nct necessarily mean that
Uthey co-exist in an entity™ or have actually "transformed into each other®.
Further conditions ave to be fulfilled. in entity is built sometimes and ‘
broken at others. And whether they exist in an entity or the enlity is broken, . §
the struggle of contradictions goes on. IE is preclsely because of this that
identity is relabive and transitory while struggle is absolubte and conghant.

4. The Relationship Between Strupele and Tdentity

The question of relatimship between struggle and identity is one of the ™
most heated eontroversy. In my opinion, ane may point out, with reference to the
metaphysical viewpeint (which cuts identity and difference apart and cannct grasp
unity in antithesis and antithesis in unity), the antagonistic and united relaw -
ticnship between "samenesa" and Wdifference® and bebween identity and struggle.
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E Bt it showdld nobt be forgzobben that the identity and struggle we have in mind
stways refer to the relationship of unity and struggle betwsen two aspects of

¢ a contredictlon, that Widentity™ and Ystruggle” are merely two abstract

‘ wteporiss dencbing the relationship, am! that to geb over-intoxdcated with a

- legical inforeénce of these twe absbract categories will, instead of moving

| shitosophy forward, only make ons suddle-headed.

Cne of the proofs of this is that in this procesa of purely abstrast
- inference, Yidentity” and Pstruggle are unconsciously reparded not as atteribubtes
bt as independent entities. For instance, we have heard tihis theory: "lnity
¥ emable, the opposites to unite and become relatdvely steady and gtatic things
§ il oxclules and negates absolute developmend of struggle. Struggle causes
¥ the opposites to separate from, exclude and negate each obher, and excludes and
§ negnics the tendency boward relatively stoady development of wnibyeeesed” {("The
} Relationship Between Unity and Struggle™ by Hslleh Ching - Hain Chicn-shs, June
E issuc of 1960}, As a matber of fact, unity itself is an interconnection of
§ crposites and stiugele itself is mutwal exclusion of opposites. By uging to
§ fonalle’ and to Mcauge® in the above article, unity and struggle ave changed
% fron two aspects of a contradiction into two independent entities: inter-
§ comnection itself is rot yob a unity and is caused by unity; mutual exclusion
itsalf is net yet a strugele and is impelled forwerd by struggle. If it is
merely o question of apeech defect due to carelessness, it 1s not to be much
blamed. But if we lock at the other theses in the article, we cannot regard 1t
1 a5 an accldental error. As a matter of fact, Comrade Mao Tse=tuns's exposition =
| fopposites in eontradiction unite as well as struggle with each obher, and thus
§ mel a1l things to move and change® (WOn Correct Handling of Contradictions
- non; the People®) is changed by certain comvades into struggle and ldentity
wite as well as struggle with sach other, and thus impel all things bo move
and chanrpes " According to analyeis by Marxist classic works, the bourgeciaie
and the proletariat co-exist in the entity - capitalist society - strugeiing with
each obher, one striving to maintain the capitalist society and the obhar to
overthrow the capftalist system. As a result of this struggle,ultimately the
pourgeoisic will be defeated and the proletariat will be victerious while
- gocialism will come into being and the old unity and the opposites forming this
: wdty will give way toa new unity and opposites forming this unity. But certain
. carades chenge the uniiy and struggle of the bourgecisle and prolebardat into
Cwdty and stmigele of "identity™ and strugegle¥. Henee it is only natural that
o it is only matural that it is not the bourgeoisie but the “identity™ which
abstrucks development and it is nob the proletariat who wants to overthrow
the bourpeoisie but it is "struggle which will triumph over Widentity. Such
ig the regult of substituting abgtract categories for concrete analiysis of the
antithesis and unity of both aspects of a conbradiction.

Beczuse of this, these corrades violate this thesis even though thoy
gtress the indivisibility of stmggle and identity. Actually, thsy take strug-
gie and identity as two entlities that can be separated.

To prove this point, we might as well as cite another example. Proceed-
ing from the correct thesis that Ythe relationship between antithesis and unity
13 also a unity of opposites™, Comrade Hglieh Ching makes this inference: unity
and struggle are interdependent and, because of this, "struggle is also relative,
geedng that struggle is inseparable from unity and without unity there is no
_gtruggle.t

E This inference accords with formal logic but not with dizlectical logice
b fccording to dialectical logic, there is an absolute thirg in a relative thing,
and; without the relative there is no absclute thing. Bub an absolube thing
will not, because of this, become a thing that is not absolute. Lbsclute thing
“and relative thing are not things that are juxtaposed; the abgolube daninates
‘fne relative. To regard "the absolute" as a thing existing by the side of Mthe
‘relative® or outside “the relative™ is an expression of ignorance of both ™he
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absoluke™ ard "the relative™. This is precisely how Comrade iistleh Ching removes |
the absolube strugcle from the relative identity and juxtaposes them. Thus, ti [
"interdependence™ he has in mind is such an interdependence as one betwoen the
enany and ourselves and is net such an interdependence s one bebween the comm
characber and individual character and between the general and the particular, §
There is a comnon character in individual characber, but a comnon character will §
not, because of this, become one timt ig not eonmon characters There is an '
abscluteness in relativity but an absolute thing will not, because of this,
become a thing that is nobt absolute.

Of course, when we say strugrle is absolute, the following point is not §
excluded: The concrete foms of struggle change along with the chanpe of condls
tions. For exanple, both the foration of struggle of antagomistic contradiciims
and the formation of struggle of non-antagonistic conditions cammot be uade :
absclute. Under certain conditions, antagonistic contradictions can be trans §
formed into non-antagonistic contradictions and vice versa. This is a question E
of change in the form of struggle and not a question of existence or absence of |
struggle. The forms of struggle are conditional, so is the existence of atrugds

In a word, over academic questims we should be bold to put forward ne
guestiong and proceed with creative enquiries, but this work can only be based ¢
on a nass of data acquired through painstaking and long=term practice of studies’
Coneept itself ia a reflex of the objective reality and is a thing derived from
the cbjective being. Atteupt to derive “new theories from one-sided undershani-
ing of concepts without conducting painstaking, long-term study of a mass of
factual data is easy but will never bhe succesgful.

A geries of questions concerning ™dentity"™ are still under discussion.
This discussion 1s very useful. Only when Widentity™® is thrashed out will one
understand "struggle” aml really understand the law for unity of opposites
and wage a succesaful struggle against metaphysics and sophistry.

CHIMASE COMMUWIST PARTY

- Strengthen Unceasingly the Party?s Basic-Level Organd zational
Work in Finance end Trade Departments

by

Weil Wen ( ‘

(Peking Ta~lung Pao, May 24, 1961)

The finance and trade department is a component part of the national
economy as 2 whole, the supply department of industrial and agricultural produe
ticn, and a powerful assistant in organizing the sconomic life of the peopls.
Not only does it take up the task of amagsing funds for the state but also it
undertakes the job of allocating and exchanging comodities betwsen industry and’
agricolture, and between production and congumpticn. These tasks can all be ful-
filled through the bagie-level enterprise units of the finance and trade depart-
ment, Hence further strengthening of the political viewpoint, the nmass view-
point and production viewpoint of the finance and trade departrent, as well ag
strengthening of the Party branch werk and Party leadership over the basic-leve
enterprises of the finance and trade department is the main link in dcing '
finance and trade work well.
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Party branches in basic-level enterprises and units form the bagis for
the Party to exerclse absolube leadership over enterprises and conghbitute the
‘dtadel for combrolling enterprises. They are alsc the execubors of Party
plicles. Only by deing well the Farty's besicelevel orgmnizational work will
it be possible to carry out correctly the Party's guidelines and policies, and
marantoe the smooth fulfillment of various tasks of the finance and trade depart-
0 ‘

s the basicelevel enterprises of the finance and trade department have
their spoeial characteristics, the basic-level organizations of the Party must
fillow these special characteristics in starting and carrying out their work.
hese characteristics are: (1) Eaterprises are scattered over wide areas and
the scope of their operations is extensive. From cities to villages, from main
dreets, side strects, residential lanes to rural markeb places and the public
fining rooms of production brigades, the working staff ranges fraa several il
fred, several scores to at least one or two people. Operations include the
failing of the means of production serving industry and agriculbure as wall
smeans of living serving consumption. (2) The huge army of employees of
the finance and trade department are drawn from various quarters, including a
‘micer of bourgecis clanents, small property owners, small traders and pediars,
s a part of the backbone force has been sent to the production front, newly
eervited employees, being mot very familiar with their jobs, have not baen able
1o nest satisfactorily the needs of current programs. (3) As production is
dosely related to conswiption, finance and trade work includes distribution
§ ond exchange which provide the medium between production and censumption. Apart
{ iron having clese comnections with industrial and agricultural producticn, it is
§ ilso closcly related with non-rroductive enterprises and business units. Delng
{ or nob doding well financial and trade work, therefors, has gomething to do wikth
§ the expansion of producticn, the arrangement of livelihood and the congtruction
§ atorpriscs of the State. (4) Since the finance and trade department is on the
§ iront of the struggle of the two roads and the strugsle of two kinds of ideclogy,
{ i supervises the distribution and exchange of conmodities on the one hand and
Y citrols the circulation of commodity markets on the other. As the perscnnel of
§ the finance ani trade department are strong in policy and techrdcal matters,
eeasionally they are 1liable to be exposed, in acbual work, to the corrcsion
ad influence of bourgeols ideas, and thus are inclined to harbor the simple,

{ mofessional viewpoint and neglect politics. The struggle between the tvo rcads
% nd two kinds of ideclogy, therefore, is often menifested in the finance and

¥ trade department in a falrly obvious and penetrating manners Hence, to streng=-
§ then uncensingly the Party?'s bagicwlevel organizaticnal work in the finance and
1 trade department has become mere important. -

1 In view of the special characteristics of ths basic-level enterprises of
§ the finance anl trade department, in what fields shall we strengthen the Farty’s
§ msic-level orgenlzational work in the firance and trade department? The follow=-
¥ g questions deserve our atbtentim:

1 (1) Do well the work of pclities and ideclogy and integrate it closely
wth economlic work. In doing the work of politics and ideology, we mast lay hold

“of the main ideclogical problems. When this is done correctly, the work of

cpolities and ideology will then have the right target for sclving problems.

'Some take the view that holding staff meetings, talking about problens and

; reasoning are all thare is to it in doing the work of positions and ideclogy.

¥ Weatings, of course, are necessary, but failure to grasp the main ideological

# moblems existing emong the staff, marked resulis cannot be achieved. To do 80,

1 the self-educaticn method of the masses shold be adopted by organizing the staff

¥ ito groups discusaing problems in conjunction with the eurrent situation, the

¥ sctual problems met in the discharge of their duties, as well as the ideclogical

§ realities of the masses, and by unfolding criticism and self-criticiam coordin-

¥ ating rolitics and ideology with sconomic worke In cbher words, by starting
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from exigting realibies and gebting hold of living ideas, not cnly will it be 1
possible to ralse the ideological consclousness of the staff but also their poligll
and professional levels. JMny departure from the gpecific coonomic activity of ¥
the enterprise ccneerned will moke the work of politics and ideclosy empty. Only @
by strengbthening the work of politles and ideclogy will it be rossible for the |
enterprise to carry out correctly the Farty's poelicies and fulfill the task of
soononic work,

(2) Resolutely carry out the working metheds of the Farty emphagizing
the mass line by promoting the democratdc management system for emterprises in
which erployees participate in mamapement, cadres in laber and the masses in
supcrvision. This mebhod combires that of relying on the shaff from wibthiz and
that of relying on the bread masses from without, and constituies the specific
adaptation and development of the Party's mass line in financilal and trade work
Not cnly can it promcte more effectively the activism and creativity of the stafl 4
but also financial and trade work can be put under the supervision of the masses §
and its fulfillment can be guaranteed. Practice over the past years proves that 3
thls democratic management systan consiitutes the fundamental method of socialis:
naragenent of enterprises. By following persistently this system and making ws
ceasing efforts to slrengbhen and fuwrther enhance this kind of management systen,:
it will be pogsible to ecarry oub correctly Parby policies and serve both producs
tion and consumption in a Letter way. . '

{3) Be practical and insist on investigation and resesrch. This isa
preveqdsite for doing well the work of the Party branch. To do well the wark of 3§
the Pawtr branch in enterprises, it is necessary to insist on investigations and -
research In two ficlds: One involves the investieetion and research on the
internal side of the enterprise in question. This ig done by doing well the :
investiration and rescarch on the staflf, by getting to know thorourhly the poli-
tical thinking of every sbaff member, his professional ability and family life,
and by undertaking specific education regarding the specifie thiniing of the
staff, Hoxb, do well the investigation and research work in the management aud
oparabicn of emberprisecs. Only by understanding clearly the managanent and
operation of enterprises will it be possible to get hold of the main contradic- ‘3§
tions existing in the mnagement and operaticn of enterprises and find the main 7
aolutions to the problem of resolving these contradictions. The process of
underteidng investipation and ressareh in tle mamgement and operation of enter- 7
priscs ls also the process of underbaldng education on pelities and ideology !
amoryg the employees. Since the thinking of the staff is nomally reflected %o
a very great extent in the activity involving the management and operstion of
enberprises, doing well the investipgation and research in the management and
operaticn of enterprises by getting hold of the main problems may give rise to -
the posgibility of understanding the true ideological condition of the staff and
do well the work of education on polities and ideclogy. The first shep involves.f
investigation and research in fields oubside the scope of enterprises by conduct.-%
ing an investigation and research in the needs of the broad magses in producticm *%
and congumption. The next step is to do well the investigatim arnd resesrch in
the saurce of commodity supplies and the incomes of the masges. The third step -
concemsg an inwstigation and ressarch in the production situation. The needs
of the pecple can he steadily satisfied if the Party branch in the basle-level
enterprises nakes earncst offorts in guiding employees to do well this task by
conducting Investigation and research repularly and ccnsistently in the produc-
tion of agricultural production materdals, industrial goods for dafly use and
subsidiary food ltems in coordination with the econcmic activity of the enber-

prises, as well as by assisbing and organizing production department in produce
tion efforts. ‘

(4) Exert positive efforts and do a good job of the spare-time study
sfforts of the employees. Iaying a firm hold on the spare-time study activity -
of the staff is an important means to enhance the political thinking, and policy
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ad professional, as well as the cultural levels and the staff. By doing so it
F¥ill be possible to raise unceasingly the labor efficiency of the staffs The
' ehudy offcrts of the staff aremainly inthe following thres fislds: (s) The

gady of poiitical theories. This consists mainly of the study of Mao Tse-tung's

 verks and his thought. New employees and thosc who are alltuwrally less advanced,
enerally speakdng, are required to study basic politiecal knowledrs. (b) The
gtudy of poricy and professional work. This concerns the study of current Party

gidetines ard policies in conjunction with the professional work in the enteor=

prises.  This study effort is aimed at enabling every employee to adapt Party
v‘-'_policies and guideiines to their work. Tn the study of policy matters, part of
the new omployees should also pay attenbion to the study of professimal kriow-

- how and professicnal skills in order to enhance steadily the quality and guantiiy
of their services. (o) fs the sbudy of culture serves as the hasis of the study
of political theories as well as policy and professional work, basie-levsl wunits
should raige the culbwral levels of the staff in a systaratic and ovpardsed

mmer, and 1un properly spars~time schocls for emplovecs.

(5) Carry out correctly Party policles and fulfill tasks in earnegb.

Ldg "policy and stratepy is the 1life of the Party,™ tle Party's policies and its
- aricus specific tasks are in accord. Correct implementaticn of Party polisies
 rovides the guarantee for the covrect fulfiliment of Party's tasks. The Farty
branch is the citadel for carrying ow Party policles and guaranteeing the

plfiliment of Party's tasks. Hence the Party branch in basic-level enterpiizes

- has to wage regularly an unremibting stmuggle against remnant imperialist manage-

mert ideas and styles. and combab resolutely all tendencies conbradicting Pariy

- policies. The persomnel of the Party branch, therefors, must first of all study

In earnest the Party’s guidelines and policies, as well as organize and guide the

| aplorees to sbudy in earnest, conduct eareful investigation and research in

accordance with Party policies and prineciplss and in coordinetion with the specific
cnditlons of the enterprises, fommlate practieal purchase and narketing plans,

- sevings and credit loan schanes, and try every means to support industrial and
egrioultural production so as to promote the expansion of production.

The key to moebing the demands mentiocmaed above lies in the absolubs

leadorship of the Party's basicelevel orsanizations over enterpriscs, albhough
- further strengthening of such sbsolube leadership depends primarily on the

' strengthening of the leadership core of the Party branch. Practice proves that
. ¥henever the leadership core of the Party hranch of the enbterprdse in question
s strangthened and whenever politics is in command, it will be posaible to un-
-leagh the production activism of %the broad masses and get a total hold on the

wrk. Hence, the ascertaining of reaults, and the strengbhening of the leaders

- shdp core are fraught with very important significance in the matter of streng-
 thening the Party's basic-level organizational wark. The next thing is to

- athere fimly to the principles combining the Party's collective leadership

- and division of werk and responsibilities, as well as strengbhen the mansger

i responainility system under the leadepship o Party commdtiees. all vital pro-

- blems arising fron enterprises should be decided on afber they are discussed by
- Party branches and committess. Tt is then necessary to set to motion labor
-unlons, YCL organizations and the magses, and organize then for discugsion until
- they achicve unlfied action and fulfill correctly the Party's tasks on the basis
- of inified thinking and understanding. The followlng important links should
“then be grasped: (a) Lay hold of plans. As the plans mapped out by enterprises
- congbitute the Partyts tasks, to guarantee the fulfillment of plans it will be

- necesgaxy Lo carry out correchtly Party policies so that &all planned fargets will
- gonform to Party polieclss and existing realities before efforbts are made to

2 activate the staff and the masses to carry them out. (b) Lay hold of finance.

- Mnce finance serves as a barometer of whether or not enterprises ars properly

- gperabed and managed and since finance roeflechbs the results of the economie
Lativities of emterprises, the Parby branch should, at reguler intervals, study
: the financial activities of enterprises,formulate a constructive system of
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financial menzgement, and give periocdical repoarts to the staff on financial
gains. (c) Lay hold of thinking. The Party bronch should regularly study the
main ideclogical inclinations of the staff at different sbages, find out what
things ore to be promoted and what to be opposed, as well as fogber the praciics
of plapting bonners in order to tap the acbivism and creativity of the broad
magses of employces. (d) Grasp livelihood. This is done by making proper
arrencarentbs of Hhe work and study perdods of the staff =0 as to enable amplojess §
to have adeguate rest after labor. Emphagls should also he placed on the ime '
portance of running properly the staff mess halls and organiszing employeesf
partiecipetion in eculltural and recreabicnal activities. Attention should also §
be paid to the matber of fostering and propagabing demccratic working styles and '§
adhering firmly to the Party principle of upholding the democratic concentraiin §
systen. Propagation of democratic working styles iz a fine tradition of the Paripnl
In the course of carrying out the system of democratic centralism, it is in- :
porbant to implement the class line, rely on Party amd YOL members, experdciced °
ghop asaigbants, experienced workers and poor peasants, employees caning from
middle and lower peasant families, as well as set up staff representative meele |
ings with these forces as the core, conduct well meetings of the menbers of
supply and marksbing oooperative societies in places where such societies have }
been set up, aml introduce demecratic management in enterprises. The mansgemend -
of enterprises has the obligation to report on work dwme to representabive mest-
ings ot reguler intervals, listen to cribicisms, accept rational suggesticns,
and make positlve efforts to irprove work. lastly, the orpanigzed 31ife of the
Party should be strengthened, while preparations should be made for holding
meetingg of Party branches and commitiees. Efforts should also be made to
arrange sysbematically the substonce of the crpanized 1ife of the Party, and
unfold critielon and gelf-criticism. The gystem of attending Party classes ‘
should also be firmty adhered to apert from making unceasing efforts to enmbace -
the Leven of comsciousness of Party merbers and strengthen thelr Party characten.
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